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CURIOSITY- 



ixRABELLA fancied there oould be no 
pleafure in the world equal to that of 
liflening to converfations in which (he 
had no concern, peeping into her mam- 
ma's drawers, and boxies, and aiking im« 
pertinent quefiions. If a parcel was 
brought to the houfe, fhe had no reft 
till fhe had found out what was in it ; 
and if her papa rung the bell, ihe would 
never quit the room till the fervant 
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2 ' CURlOSITy, 

came up, that fhe might bear what he 
wanted. 

She bad been often defired toJbe k(s 
curious, and more attentive to her lef- 
fons; to play with her doll and her 
-baby-houfe, and not trouble berfelf 
with other people's affairs : but (he ne- 
ver minded what was laid to her, and 

when (he was fitting by her mamma^ 
^ith a book in her hand, inftead of 
reading it, and endeavouring to im- 
prove herfelf^ fhe was always looking 
round her, to obferve what her brothers 
and fillers were doing; a:nd to watch 
ievery one who went out or came into 
the room. 

She defired extremely to have a writ- 
ing-mafter, bccaufe iKe hoped, that, 
after fhe had learnt a fhort time, fhe 
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fhouid be able to react writing, and then 
ihe ^ould have the pleafure of finding 
out who all the letters were for, which 
the lervant carried to the poft-office; 
and iiHght fometimes peep oyer her 
papa^s fhoulder, and read tho(e which 
be received. One day perceiving her 
mamma wbifper to her brother WiU 
li^m^ and that they ibon after left the 
room together, (he unmedintely con-, 
eluded there muft be fomething goitig 
forward^ fome y^rr^/ which was to be 
hid from her, and which, perhaps, if 
ihe loft the prefent moment, fhe ne^ier 
ihould be able to difcoven Poor Ara- 
bella could fit ftill no longer; fhe watch- 
ed them from the window, and feeing 
that they went towards a gate in the 
garden^ which opened into the wood^ 
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4 CURIOBITT. 

flic determined tb be there before them, 
and to hide herfelf in the bulhes near 
the path, that Ihe might overheat their 
converfation as they paffed by. This 
Hie foon accoinplifhed^ by taking a 
ihortcr way ; but it was not very long 
before (he had reafon to wiHi fhe had 
not been fo prying; for the gardener 
palling through the woou with an ill- 
natured cur which always followed him, 
fteing her move among the buihes, it 
began to bark violently, and in an in- 
Aant jumped into her lap. 

She was very much frightened, and, 
in trying to get away, without intend- 
ing it, gave him a great blow on the 
head; in return for which he bit her 
finger, and it was fo very much hurt, 
and was fo long before it was quite well 
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4gain, that ber friends hoped it would 
Ihave c\ircd her of being fo curious: 
•but they were much miftaken. Ara- 
bella's finger was no fooner well, than 
the p^ifi fhe bad fufFered, her fright^ 
and the gardener's cur, were all for- 
gotten; apd whenever any thing hap- 
.pened, let the circumfiance be ever fo 
trifling,, if Ihe did not perfectly undeY- 
itand the whole matter, fhe could not 
reft or attend to any thing fhe had to 
do, till (he had difcavercd the myftery; 
for fhe imagined mjiJieries and fecrefs in 
every thing fhe faw ^nd heard, unleis 
ihe/hfid been informed of what was go- 
in^ !ta be done. - i . 
; Some time' after; ;her advc^nture in the 
W9S>ij ,fhe one mor nJRg miflfed her brot 
ther William, and not finding him at 
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tvork in his little garden^ began di- 
recftly to imagine her mamma had 
fent him on feme fecret expedition : 
ihe refolved, however, on vifiting the 
whole houfc, in the hope of findrng 
him, before fhe made any inquiry, and 
accordingly hunted every room and 
every clofet, but to no purpofe. From 
the houfc fhe went to the poultry-yard, 
and from thence to the lawn, but Wil- 
liam was nowhere to be found. AVhat 
fliould ihe do! — ** I will hunt round 
the garden once more,'* faid (he ; ** I 
muft and will find him, and know 
where he has been all this time ; why 
he went without telling me, and why I 
might not have been intrufled with the 
fecret. I will not cat my dinner tiU I find 
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him^ even if he does not return tTl 
night/' 

Arabella returned once more to the 
garden, where at length, in a retired 
eomer which ihe had not thought of 
Ttfittng, fhe found her brother fleeping 
under a large tree. He had a little co- 
vered bafket by his fide, and flept & 
ibundty, that be did not move when, (he 
came near the place^ though (he was 

talking to herfelf as fhe walked along, 
and not in a very low voice. 

" Now,** thought the curious girl, 
'^ I have caught him: he mud have 
been a long way, for he appears to be 
very warm and tired ; and he has cct^ 
tainty got AKnetbing in that baiket 
which J Jim not to : %!, and I fuppole 
mamma is to come here and take it 

B 4 



ifrom hioii Iba^ I ixiay know Qothiag ctf 
it Mamma and William have always 
fecrete^ but I will difixyter itbis, bow- 
lever— I am determined I will.'* 

She then crept foftly up to the badket> 

and ilooped down to lift up the cover, 

afraid almoft to tureatbe, left flie Ibbuld 

be caught; and looking round to iee if 

lier mamm^ was coming} and then once 

more at her brother, that ihe might he 

.certain he vy^as fliU aileepV gently ihe 

put her hand upon the baiket> ani^ 

:*^itbout 4be »leaft noiib, drew out a lit* 

tie wooden peg, whidh fanned dciwn 

Ihe cover. " Now," ib^ught flie^ 

^« Mafter William, I Ihall fee what 

you have got heie.*^ Away^lhe ftrew 

the peg, -up wtot the cover p( th< 
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kafkety and wMafi-«**oiit ^ w a beautiful 

A violctnt icream from ArabelTa awol&e 
^illiam^ vha, feetog the baiket open^ 
the pigeon mouDting in^to the air, and 
hia fifter*8 -coofiernation, immediately 
gueflcd what bad happened, and ad- 
drefied'her in the foUoi^ing manner : 

^ You lee, my dear Arabella, the 
Icdnifibqtience of y<mr curious and fufpi- 
: 4^fis temper : I wiflied to make you % 
jWOfec^ to-day^ becaufe it j» your tnilh- 
zfki^f hut you will not allow yp«ir frieoda 
'Ic^^prpoOTeycmanagieeabl&fitrpriC?; for 
«aoboil^iiiAbehofi^icanitake a iiugle flop^ 
^qrdottefleail ittiiiii^ wi(lib6i»try0Ur waticb- 
'i»lg.a]si9(ibn(Hdiafptheiii.i I know you: 
4]arel6Qg jOkuAed to haw a white piijeotj,, 
(U6dil bane walk^ two Wng mikain ail 
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10 CURIOSITY. 

this heat, to get one for you. t iat 
down here, that I might have time to 
contrive how I fhoald get it into the 
houfe without your feeing it, becaulc I 
did not wifh to give you my prefent till 
after dinner, when papa and mamma 
will give you theirs ; and, whilft I was 
endeavouring to think on fome way to 
efcape your prying eyes, I was fo over- 
powered with fatigue and heat, that I 
fell fad afleep; and I fee you have 
taken that time to peep into my baifkef, 
and fave me any farther trouble; You 
have let my prefetit fly away : I am foriy 
for it, my dear lifter, but you have tso 
one to blame but yourfelf ; and I muil 
confers that I am not half (b lorry for 
your lofs, as I am for the fate which at« 
tends two poor little young ones whi^ 



ctmto^iTT* II 

are left in the bafket^ and who^ far from 
being able to take wing, and follow 
their mother^ are not old enough even 
to feed themielved, and mufl foon pe« 
riih for want of food/' 

William's words were but too true ; 
the poor things died-tbe next morning, 
and Arabella palled the whole day in 
unavailing tears^ regret, andfbrrow. 
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'« I DO not think, ^t laft, ibat I iliall 
like to*bc a furgcon," faid Guftavus to 
his papa^ as he trotted by his lide on 
his little poney. ** Edward Somerville 
28 to be a clergyrnan ; and he has beeti 
telling me that he is to go to Oxford, ' 
and then he is to have a living, and 
will have a nice fnug parfonage-houfe, 
and can keep a horfe, and fon)e dogs, 
and have a pretty garden ; whilfi I fhall 
be moped up in a town, curing wounds^ 
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S|fid mending broiea bones^^ iball not 
like it at all." .^ 

' '^ It was }t)ur Ofwn choke,*' anfvKered 

« 

his papa ^ ^i' but If youifaink yoxt fboukl 
Itke better to take orders, i am ifure I 
feave DO iabje<9iiori.'* 

Three months after r this coDyerfatioi^ 

m 

^I'u&kvias^being' invited to lapcoaip&ny 
^ome £r;»^nds ito fee aireview, he oretdrne^ 
lK>fn^ iwith ys *Kttle bead fo fiUed with 
Military ideas^ that he .was cei;ta|n, he 
iH^, udthlng^auIdjbc'fpdeHgbtfiil and 
fe haippyas the life of ah iafiiQer ; ahptd 
4bat4tavi&Uing affaouit ^pA Sde^mg diffeth 
^ent; placiB8!wa(s:bett{ic t|^D:j^| jk^ fy^^g 

Imahy tmnjtts; feim tjw^i ^itaEi^> gQiqg 
,mfihl his papa :tO(..jPt^rt[fe^oiitti,Jp yi^ 
fidf eyec biothi^r^ wlKb^kH^fd to :th^ 
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14 THE UN8RTTLS0 BOT. 

navy, he was (o firuck with the novelty 
of the fcene (having never feen a man 
txf war before), thought there was fo 
fnuch bufile and gaiety in it, that it 
muft be the pleafanteft life in the world, 
and earneftly requefted that he might be 
allowed to go to Tea. 

His papa now thought it time 1o re« 
prefent to him the folly and imprudence 
of being fo unfettled. ** My dear boy,** 
faid he, taking him afFcAionately by 
ihe hand^ " if you continue thus change 
ing your mind every three months, you 
will never be any thing but an idle fel^ 
low, and your youth will be loft in pre* 
parations ibr different profeilions ; or, 
ihould you remain long enough fixed 
to have entered into any line of life, 
you will not be long before you wiU 
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deiire to quit it for another, of which 
you will probably be entirely ignorant^ 
and by that means ruin your fortune^ 
and expofe yourfelf to ridicule. 

•• You make me recolledl two boys I 
once knew, and whofe flory has often 
been the fubjedt of converfation^ in a 
winter's evening, at the houfe of an old 
clergyman, from whom I received the 
firfl principles of the virtuous education 
my father had the goodnef^ to beftow 
upon me. 

'* Robin was the fon of a farmer 
who lived in the village ; his uncle kept 
a grocer's (hop in the next market-town, 
and had a fon named Richard. They 
were very clever boys, both underflood 
the bulinefs they had been bred to ex- 
tremely well, and, at the age of fixteen^ 



wcfe become very ufefiil to their par 
cents ;. hut about that time thqr took it 
into their beads to grow tired of the 
employment they were epgaged in^ and 
io vs»iih to change ' places with each 
other ; ^ohin fancying that he (hoUld 
Jike extoemely to be a grocer, and 
Richard^ that nothing could poiitbly be 
fo pleafant and agreeable as working in 
the fields. "* 

" The two fathers^ who wiOied fqr 
nothing fo much as the happincis oi 
.their cblldtjen, were much . grieved at 
ibis whiqa; fqr they very well knew, 
that all they had been learning could. 
,be ef no ufe to them, if they were now 
rto x:hange theijr iituations, and would 
^be exa<5ily fo .much time and labour 
lo&,znd i^y^y Ihir^ ym» to begin ^ff^s^t 
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but Koibin and Richard thought difieiv 
ently^ and laid they could not {6c that 
ihere was any thiqg .to le^ifu. 

** Their fathers defired they might 
jchaoge {daces for one month, an4 

agreed that if in (h^t ti^ne they faw aa 
ireafon why they fhould not remain, the 
one to learn the buiinels of a, farmer, 
And the other to ferve io a grocer'^ 
ftop, they would willingly conient M^ 
iindulge them in their inclination ; and 
ipcootdingly, on ithe .day on which 
Jliohard was ferH>^ut to work in a large 
tuunip^field, Robin, deobrated wilh a 
pair of white fleeves, and an apron be- 
fore him j was placed behind his uncle's 
Counter. 

^* The firft day he did nothing bat 
grin and^are about him^ dip his jfifiger^ 
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r8 THE UNSETTLED BOY. 

in the jars of honey, and fill his poc- 
kets with currants, rai(ins> and figs, and 
he thought it pleaiaot enough ; but the 
moment he was fet at work, he found 
himfclf fo awkward, that, if he had not 
been afhamed, he would have begged 
to return immediately to his plough and 
his fpade^ Not with Aanding'his earned 
endeavours, he could not by any means 
-Sfiontrive to tie up a pound of rice, for 
vthen he had folded the paper at one 
end, and, as he thought, fecurcd it, be let 
k run out at the other ; and fomething 
of the iame kind happening to every 
thing he undertook, the (hop was flrewed 
from _ one end to the other with* pice^ 
tea, andfugar; and his uncle tpld him 
be was only wafting his goods, and 
floing inifchief^ without being of the 
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fmallefl ufe. If he was lent oat with 
any parcels, he was fure to lofe his way, 
and ramble about whole hours together^ 
till fomebody was fent in iearch of him. 
No one pitied him 7 he was the jefl of 
the whole family ; and, before half the 
month was expired, he begged, in the 
moft earneft manner^ that he might re* 
turn to the farm. 

" Richard^ who had never been much 
expofed either to heat or cold, defired 
his uncle would^xcufe his working till 
the cool of the evening ; but the farmer 
laughed at him, and aiked him if he 
thought that would be the way to get 
his work done. He was therefore 
t)bljged to go out and attempt fome* 
thing, but his whole day's work might 
have been done in a couple of hours by 
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a country l)oy of twelve years of agcj> 
and would alio have been much bettqr 
done, for poor Richard did not knour 
what he was about. 

^^ At five o'clock he faid he muft go 
and get his tea ; but his uncle told him 
they never drank any fuch flops^ and 

« 

promifed him a good mefs of porridge 
for his fupper^ if he made hafte to finiib 
jbis work. 

^* I^ichi^rd j^oiHd not work ; he had 
done nothing right, and the next daj 
he found it worfe and WK^rfe ; he did 
jxiA know even how to handle a fpade^ 
much lefs how to mak<^ ufe of it He 
fauntered about^ with his arms acrofs, 
the whole long furamer^s day, doing 
nothings yet tired and uncomfortable; 
he had oiobody tp fpeak to— he could 
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net find one idle perfbn ; even his auaf, 
when he went to feck her, was bufy in 
her daily y. and told him to go and mind- 
his hull nefs, and not lounge about and 
ddAurb tfaofe who were inclined to work. 
" Evfery creature he law had fomc 
employm^it which they underflood, and 
appeared to take pleafure in, whilA he^ 
unable to do the rame> and weary of 
wandering alone, from the garden to 
the field, and firom the field to the gar- 
den, wifhed a thoufand times he had 
never quitted his father's fhop, where, 
being able to a6t his part as well as 
other people, he felt himfelf of fome 
confequence: now he was nobody, he 
was in every one's way, and all were, 
tired of him. 

^^ Robin and Richard were glad to 
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return to their . own faomcB^ and re-- 
afflume their former employments, in 
which they profper^d fo well, that they 
never after felt the lead inclination to 
quit them, and are at thisJime living in 
eaie and plenty, refpecSled and eileemed 
by their friends and neighbours/' 
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CECILIA AND FANNY. 



Cecilia went to fpend a month with 
her aunt m the country* She was very, 
much plea&d at being in a place where 
ihe could run in the garden and in the 
iQelds as much as (he liked^ but ihe 
would have been much happier if her 
fifier had been with her; and Fanny, 
who fancied ihe ihould have no plea- 
ilirein any thing without the company 
of her dear Cecilia, was tired of her 
ahieuce, and longed for her ret urn, be* 
fore fhe bad been two days gone. 
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They could both write tolerably well, 
and Cecilia, the week after her arrival 
at her aunt's, addreffed the foUowing 
letter to her fifler : 

« 

" MY DEAR FANNY, 

*^ i wifti mamma could 
fakTd parted; with ^u^ bbth at the: fam^ 
time, that we tnigfat have rambled aboat 
together ii^ ipy aunt^B beautiful gardens, 
and in ' the fieldis and meadbws whidi 
fotround the hoiiTe: but I believe I am 
v^fong 1^ forming fuch a wilh, for Ihe 
would then be left quite alon^ and 
that I do not defire on any account^ if 
I did, I fliould appear very felfifhi wad 
as if I thought of nobody's pleafure eX'»> 
<rept my own, and that I fhould be ex** 
tremely forry for. 
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** I am fure you will like to knovr 
that I am very happy at my aunt'a^ and 
how good and kind ihe is to me* • AH 
the kmg border behind the fummer* 
faoufe is to be called our garden, and it 
is now putting in order for us ; and 
when neither of us are h*j^ my aunt 
fays the gardener (hall take care of it : 
it is fall of beautiful rofe-trees and flow* 
ering fhrubs ; and Thomas is planting 
many more, and fowing Toignonette, 
and other feeds, fothat when you come 
here, you will find it quite flouriftiing. 

" My aunt fetids me very often with 
Biddy, to walk by the fea-fide» and I 
have found a number of very pretty 
ihells and fea-weeds, which I fhall 
bring you, and a great many curiofities 
which L have picked up on the beach. 

c 
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I neter faw fuch things before^ and I 
am. Aire you never did. Wc never fee 
My thing where we live but houies and 
pavemeDt-^--here I ba/ve ieen the mowers 
and the haymakers, and I know how to 
make hay, and how butter is made, and 
many other things. 

•* Good night, my dear Fanny ! Pray 
give my duty to dear mamma^ and be* 
lieve me 

V Your moft . afiedlionate ii fter, 

"Cecilia/' 

Fanny was delighted at receiving this 
letter, and wrote the following axifWer 
'ioher lifter: 

** MY DEAR CECILIA, 

*« How glad I am to hear 
that you are fo happy in the country ! I 
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ikoKild cerUdvij liko very muck to be 
'with yoUji but not to leave mamma 
aleae ;^ and ihe is £> good, that I am 
Mot half folanely as I thought I (hould 
be in your abfencew Only thiuk, my 
dear fi&er ! fhe has bought me the 
fweeteft little goldfinch you ever fiiw^ 
iand it is ib tame, that the moment I 
come nea^ the cage, it jumps down 
&om iti perch to fee what I have got 
for it. 

*^ -But' this is not all : flie has takea 
tne to a! fhop, arid bought me a great 
many pretty prints, which I am fure you 
will have great pleafure in looking at 
when you come home. We have beeft 
twice at! M- — i— - to fpend the day ; 
^d indeed, my dear Cecilfe, I have had 
a great deal of pleafure, though per^^ 

c 2 
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haps not quite fo much as you have 
had in your fields and meadows, and 
among your haymakers; but mamma 
ifays, we may be happy in any place if 
we choofe it, and will determine (o 
iTiake ourfelves contented, infiead of 
ipendingour time in wilting ourfelves 
in other places than where we are : and 
i am fure flie is very right, for if I were 
to fret and vex myfelf becaufe I am not 
in the country, and you do the fame 
beciapfe you are not in town,, my gold- 
finch and my prints, my pleafant walks 
in the gardens at M— . — , and all 
mainix^'s kindness, would be loft upon 
oie, and you would have no pleafure in 
your little garden, or in looking at the 
liaymakers, your fheUs, your fea-weeds, 
jor any of the curiofities you meet with. 
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" Pray, dear Cecilia, let me have 
one more letter from you before you 

com^ home, and do not burn mine, for 
I ihall like to fee how much better I 
write next year ; and fo will you, I dare 
iay, ib I (hall lock up your letters in my 
little work-trunk. 

*' Mamma deiires her beft love to 
you* Give my duty to my aunt, and 
believe me 

" Your aii^Sionate lifter, 

•^ Fanny/* 

t 

It was almoft a fortnight J[)efore Fanny 
heard again frqm her iifter, when one 
morning a balket, covcned very clofelyi 
and a fmall parcel, with a letter tiec^ 
upon it, were brought iipAairs,, and 

C3 
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placed upon the table before her. The 
letter was from her lifter, and contained 
the following words : 

" MY DEAR IfkVliY, 

" You would have heard 
from me much fooner> but I waited to 
write by George^ wbom my aunt told 
me flic fliould be. obliged to fend to 
town on bufinefs. He brings you a 
baflcet of flrawberries from her, with 
lier love to* you : fourteen of them are 

from our garden, and I aflure you I 

-, » " . . 

had apleafmre in picking them, which 
I cannot defcribe : they are in a leaf by 
themfelvfes, atid I beg you will let me 
know if thdy are ''ripe arid fweet, for I 
fiid not faflre ' ^heai j ' I w As determined 
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to fend you all tlie £rA. I fend you 
alfo a little parcel of (hells and Tea** 
weeds, and when I am with you, I will 
teach you how to make very pretty pic- 
tures of them, as my aunt has had the 
goodnefs to. teach me* 

" I have been very happy here, though 
E iiould not perfuadc myfcif to believe 
it pofl&bte when I firft came, becaufe I 
could not have mamma and you with 
me ; but I fhall remember her advice, 
and i^wayd eodfeavour to be pleafedj 
and find amufement where- 1 am^ an^ 
with -what I have, inftead of fretting, 
like our coufin Emily, becauie (he had 
not a blue work-bag inflread of a pink 
otte/ or becaufd (he hie(d an ivory tiooth- 
pick*ca(e giv^n to' her when (he was 
wi(bing£»p a tortoife^idit dnef. 

C4 
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** My aunt fays, that qhildren who do 
io are fo very tirefome, that they make 
themfelves difliked by every body, and 
that they are never invited a fecond 
time to a houie, becaufe people are 
generally tired of their company on the 
firJftvifit. 

<< I hope I ihall fee you and my 
dearefl: mamma next week ; but you 
may write to me by George, for I ihall 
be very much difappointed if ^e returns 
without a letter from yoq.-~Adieui 
4car Fanny, 

^' I am affedlioxiately yours, 

*' Cecilia/* 

Fanny had only time to writ^ a ftort* 
note to her lifter, which George called 
for foon aA^ diA0er ; and GsGdKa'$ re* 
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turiD tbe following week^ j^ut an end to 
the correfpondence for that time. The 
two lifters were extremely happy to 
neet, though they had not made them-^ 
ielves di&greeable, and teafed people 
with their ill humour when they were 
feparated ; and they were very weft con* 
Tinced, that if they had. done i^^ they 
ihpuld have fufFered by it, and have 
been very uncomfortable^ 

The following iummer Fanny paid a 
vifit to her aunt^ and had the pleafure 
of finding tbeir little gardeu in fuch 
good order, and ^ maay ftrawberries 
in it, that fhe could fend her fij^er 
a ba&et-^fulk She could work very 
neatly ; and ber aont having given her 
a large parcel of filks^ riband/ twif^^ 
and gold cord^ (he made the pretticil 

r 
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f incnfliioni^thatfever w<fTe ieen^^6 &nA 
id ! her xnama^ay bee , &iker, and htt 

- Cecilia w^s> etlcemeljr {bnd 6f drawl- 
ing, and wa)s iCf^ .attefoitiTB > ibt 3fier lefi- 
ions during ber fiber's al>fence^ tfaaft 
^e had a poFt folio full of pretty tfaif)g& 
to fhew her on her return. • ^ 

No little^itlS in the world could bb 
happier than Cecilia and -Fanny, anfl 
ihe reafon of it is very plain : they were 
always obedient to their mammals cotrt- 
taands, kind to the' fervants, -ahd 
obliging to every body? always conw 
tented with what they had, and ih 
whatever place they 'happened to be ; 
and never fretful and out of humour 
for want of^ fomething to dof, for they 
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had endeavoured to learn every thing 
when they had an opportunity of doin^ 
fo, that they might never be at a Io& 
for employment and amufement^ 
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He was the moft afnmble boy in tho 
^n>rld, If you would let him have his 
own way: he never heard any body 
fay they wiihed for a thing, that he did 
not run to get U for them; if it was m 
his power ; and no one could be more 
ready to lend his toys to hi^ brotberi 
and fifiers^ whenever they appeared to 
deiire them: but the moment he was 
told hot to ftand fo near the fire, or not 
to jump down two or three ftatrs at a 
time, not to climb upon the tables^ or t6 
take care he did riot fall out of the win« 
do#y he grew directly an^j a&d alked 
if they thought he did n6t know What 
he'^^s ^bout— rikid he> was^ nbiong^p i 
baby, and that he was ictertttihly big 
enough to take cate of himietf. 

His friends Mete exitcss^h (mf M> 
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59 UEwmi 

perceive tl)i$ fabh in his difpotttiortj for 
every body lo\9ed him^/aad wifhed to 
cbnvinee hiniy iHat^ thou^ he wa$ nat a 
baby, he was but a child; ftudtlmt; if 
fae would i avoid getting into, nEki£}hief> 
he mnft, (or fpn^ ye^r?* fubmjit to 1^ 
iireiSed' by, hi? ip^pa ami ip^ipm^, a;?!^^ 
in theur ^l^fence;. by fi^i^ oth^r pe^f^o 
who ktiew better than be. did t bqt he 
never minded ^heir adti^^) till h$ bad 
one day pearly loft }^ IJfe by npt, atr 
tendipg'toit. -, , / , i ..: j^ 
. . A Wy, wifeQ ?ifitf?^ hi^fflan^^a, anct 
fwho, W^a ^xjlreaaely fond, of hitfi^ mi^t 
}iim.4n the ha^ll, on neiwr je^r'a day, and 
^ye^hiina.fey^n'fliUlipg picice to purh 
jchafe fometbiog ta aqayffc : himfelf.-^ 
Henry wfis dejigbted at having fo vcw^ 
4^0Q^fi yl>»lt.ifiiftea4 of Jpaformipg; his 



parents of the prefent Tie had PdcciTetf, 
and afking them to advife him how to 
ipcnd it, he detcrrtiined to-do as ^he 
iiked with it, without cblifulling any 
body; and having long had a great de* 
fire to amufe himfelf with fome gui>- 
powder, he began to think (now he 
was forith)' whether it might not be 
piofflble t6 contrive to get fom6. He 
liad been often told of the dreadful ac- 
cidents which have happened by play- 
ing with this dangerous thing, but ^e 
ikiicied A^ could take care,* A^^was bW 
-ciibugH to^ amufe himfelf with it, with- 

r r ' 

.^ut-any rifk of hurting himfelf; an3 
tteeting with a boy,* who 'was employed 
-iBodt ithe Houfc by the Tcrvants, he 
-offered to give 'Kim a ihUlriig for his 
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troqUe, if he would get him what he 
defired ; and as the boy cared very little 
for the d^iiger to which he expo&d 
Henry, of blowing himfdf up; fo a$ 
he got but the (hilling, he was foon in 
pofleffion of what he wiihed for. 

A dreadful noife was, fotne time af« 
terwards, heard in the nurfery. The 

4 9 • * ' / 

cries of children, and the icreanris of 
their maid, brought the whole family 
up Aairs : but, oh i what a ihocking 
fight was prefented to their view on 
opening the door ! There l^y Henry by 
the fireiide^ his face black, and fmeared 
with blood; his hair burnt, and his 
ey^s clo(ed : one oi his little iifters lay 
by him, nciarly in the fanie deplorable 
condition; the others^ foqie hurt^^ but 



all frightened almofi to death) ivere got 
together in ]a corner^ and the maid was 
fallen on the flo6r in a fit. 

It was very long before either Henry 
or his fiAer could fpcakj and many 
months before they were quite refiored 
to health, and even then with the lofs 
of one of poor Henry's eyes. He had 
been many weeks confined to his bed ia 
a dark room, and it was during that 

time that he bad refledled upon his pafi 
condudl : he now faw that be had beeQ 
a very conceited, wrong-headed boy, 

and that children would aVoid a great 
many accidents which happen to them- 
felves, and the mifchiefs they frequently 

lead others into, if they would liflen to 
the advice of their elders, and not fancy 
they are capable of condu£ling them<^ 
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felves without being dircdcd ; and he 
was fo forry for what he had done ^ and 
particularly for what he had made his 
dear little Emma fufTer, that be never 
afterwards did the leaft 'thing without 
confuhing bis friends; and whenevet 
he was told tiot to do a thing, though 
be had wiflied it ever ib tnuch^ inflead 
of being angry, as he uied to be, he 
immediately gave tzpall d^fire of doing 
it, and never iifter that timd got mim 
any mifchief. j 

! . ■ t ' , . • , ' » ' » ■ .' i. 
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MARIA} 
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OR, 

THE LITTLE SLATTERN. 



Little Maria B was fo flat* 

ternly, and fo carelefs of her clothes^ 
that (he never was fit to appear before 
any body, without being firfl Tent to 
her maid to be new drefled. If ftie 
came to breakfafl quite nice and clean, 
before tvvefve o*cloc1^ you could fcarcely 
perceive ihat her frock had ever been 
white : her face and hands were always 
dhty, het hair in iJlforder/and het flit>cs 



nriui. 
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trodden down at the heels^ becaufe (he 
was continually kicking them off. 

At dinner no one liked to lit near her^ 
for (he was fure to throw her meat into 
their laps^ pull about their bread with 
her greafy fingers, and never failed to 
overfet her drink upon the table-cloth. 

One day her^ brother ran into the 
Burfery in great hafte, ' deliring fhe 
would go down with him immediately 
into the parlour, and telling her, that a 

« 

gentleman had brought a large portfo- 
lio, full of beautiful prints of all kinds 
of birds and animals, which he was go- 
ing to (hew to them, if they were ready 
to come to him diredily, for he could 
Dot flay with them, he faid, more than 
half an hour. 

Poor Maria was in no condition to 
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fliew herielf; fke had been wafhingher 

doll's clothes (though her maid had de« 

iired her not to do it^ and had promifed 

to wa{h them for her, if Ihe would 

have patience till the afternoon), and 

had thrown a large bafin. of water all 

over her ; after which, wet as fhe was^ 

ihe had been rummaging in a dirty 

clofet, where Ihe had no kind of buii- 

nefs, and was, when her brother came 

into the nurfery, covered with dufi: and 

cobwebs. 

Sufan was called in hafie to new-dreft 
ber ; but flic was fo extremely carelefs 
of her clothes, and tore them fo much 
every day, that one perfon was fcafcely 
fuifiqient to keep them in order for her. 
Not a frock was to be found, which had 
not the lucks ripped, and the ftrings 
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t>roken» nor a pair of fhoes fit to put 
on ; her face and hands could not be 
got clean without warm water^ and tlmt 
muA be fetched from the kitchen; then 
(he had to look for a comb^ Maria had 
poked hers into aimou(e-hole>. and had 
been rubbing the grate with her bruflt: 
in (horty by the time all was ready, 
and fhe was drefTed^ a full hour hgd 
flipped away without her perceiving it« 
. Down flairs, however, fhe went, 
opened the parlour-door, and was juft 
going to make a fine courtefy to the gen- 
tleman aiid his portfolio, when, to heir 
yery great furprife and mortification^ 
ihe perceived her mamma fitting alone, 
at work, by the fire* The gentleman 
had fhewn bis prints to her brothers and 
fiflers, made each of them a prefent of 
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a very pr^ty qpf, and had been gone 
iboae time-: ^ - 

When her aunt came from Bath^ fhe 
hteMght her a nice green filk bonnet^ 
and a cambric tippet^ tied with green 
riband. Maria was verymuch delighted 
with kv^nd fancied (be looked fo well 
in U^ that fhe could not be prevailed 
upon to pull it off; butihe foon forgot 
that itf was* new ajid very pretty, and 
ought to be takeu/careof; ihe thought 
of nothings when .fhe could efcape 
from her maid^ but of getting, into 
holes and coirners; and having rambled 
into axi old back kitchen, and finding 
herfelf too warm, fhe^ took qfT her pretly^ 
green bonnet, and, , threw it down, on 
Che ground), but TccoUedting foipething 
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^ fhe had now an dpportbruty of doing, 
ran away in great hafie^ and kft it 
there. 

' When (he was alked what (he had 
done with her bonnet, (he faid ihe did 
not know, and the fervants loft theic 
time in feeking for it ; for who would 
have thought of looking for a young 
lady's bonnet in a dirty back kitchen ? 
There, however, it was found, with 

a black cat and four kittens lying afleep 
in It, and fo entirely fpoiled^ that it 
could never be worn any more; and Ihc 
was obliged to wear her old bonnet a 
great many months longer, for her 
mamma was extremely angry with her, 
and would not buy her a new one; 
nor did fhe deferve to have one, till (he 
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eould Irarn to take mcrre care of tt,iitid 
tatot.l6a«fe it about infiich dirtjr places. 

It is not very ufual to fee young ladiea 

nxrandeving about by- tbemfelves ki Aa« 

blc84ind outhoufes, but Maria had very 

gceat pkafiice m it, and nerer \o1k tbe 

ioppoitvmty when flie eoUld get awirf 

Without bding feea ; ^nd ihe airas fii 

difty^ and bad fo oJ(l:eii her elothes tom^ 

that fhe was frequently tak^i by Iftran* 

^gers for fbme poor ciiiSd fent.on an er« 

d^and. to the iervatits. 

Qac day, when ihe was pirtfing 
through the g^te to Sfoe v^ibo was com- 
ing down4be lane^ a^litHe boy upon a a 
afst who came up (voxa the iea-|ide 
^feiywbek with iidi, ^feeing hef tfaeie 
jdoing nothing, called out, ^^ Hete, 
haik! jmx little gid, open thf: gate, 1 



59 HARIA; OR, THE 

fay-^oine, mak« haftc, do not Hand 
th<^rc , \i\iQ a ppft. What I are you 
MleeprV . 

Maria v^^s fojinuch afhamed, that 
ihe could ndt mdve, but hung down 
lier head> afid the boy (who had a mind 
lo^qiake her iAY^ him the trouble of 
getting p^ (xfH^ his afs) contiaued to 
talk to her in th^ pi^itemanner in which 
ie had begun; "Why, you little dirty 
thing ! open the gate I fay— if you do 
not, I will tell the .'cook of you, and 
•^(ho will tell Madam, and I ihall get you 
turned out of the^holafe.7 .. 

Thus was Maria. B—^ — — ^ continu- 
ally mortified by one perfon or atiother, 
and loiing every pleafure and amufe- 
^ment which h^r brothers and lifters wefe 
indulged m, becaiife ihe was never 
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ready to join in them. They «o(itea 
went to w:allc in the charming woods 
and meadows which furrounded the 
hojui^, ^and were fometimes fent wit^ 
their maid to carry com fprt able things 
to ; their poor^ £u:^ neigh|>ours, froq^ 
whom / they ^ reoeived in return a^ thpuj- 
iand tjiapk^^ and prayers to, God fop 
their happiqefs ; l)ut Maria could have 
jno Iharc in cither, for.lhcr was never 

with them, and they knew nothing o£ 

•■ ' ' . • . - > . _ > 

her* 

Ot^y ,^hen t^eir grandpapa fent his 
eoj^fhuto f^tcla ,^hem to dine with-hin^, 

Maria,wa$,not to be.fo.und; and* aftei: 
^^}Dg ,h«^ £iU.,ov^r.the,,houfe to q^ 

ihe ccmlfl [|}^rdi)y^ift from t^e grpuixJI, 



5i -ifAltiA; tin, th* 

her ihocs Virct ahd covered with mo^d^ 
ber "ftock ih tfate faiofe d6tadiH<Mi, and het 
ftahd^ and arms *^rty quite up to tbe 
Ubdwk. Her' niainma pofitively d6> 
t[^«d fhat thefnyrfes flibuft) not belept 
It thooAUt lOBger, Ifae ooiachraatt ■ vft^ 
'4b6C\i^ tiy'Sdieon, iand MitrSa wto tdft 
't6 ^hd the day m the nfurfery, ihMii 
Svhieiice die irkd ordered not to flir. 

iTiefe IKe fpcht a tncliticholy day 
indded, (6t {be had no means of amoling 
herfelf to make time pats lightly oh: 
^e had no pteafure ill I'eadlitig, ib t^at 
1^1 *the pretty b66ks Which had b«eh 
^Otfght for hdr Vei« df tab tifej fte 
^uld not pkjr v^itli her dott, for it ^^ 
itfo cl6thfe9, ^tiiey'*retfc ill loft or fctlrnt-j 
iiti6. the )»d f6^ef^ ^ tlKtle "pMi^y 16 
liifeSr S;^4th iier x^6rk-W, tttl ^bdfc Aat 
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and the work which was In \t, thread- 
cafe, cotton, and every thing elfe, were 
all torn to pieces. The only thing Ihc 
found io dO| was to fit down by the 
window, look at the road and cry, till 
her brothers and fifiers returned, and 
then (he had the mortification of hear- 
ing them recount the pleafure they had 
enjoyedj talk of the curiofities theif 
grandpapa had (hewn them in the great 
cfofet at the end of the gallery, and of 
feeing all the pretty things they had 
brought home with them, and of which 
fhe might have had her (hare if Ihe had 
been of their party. 
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FREDERICK'S HOLIDAYS. 



" I WISH," fald Frederick to Mr. Peter- 
Ibn, " I could be with my aunt in town 
to fpend the holidays ; I fliall be fo tired- 
here in the country, I Ihall not know 
what to do with myfelf. Two of my 
fchoolfellows live in the next ftreet to 
jny aunt, and they will be going with 
their papa to the play, and to Aftley's, 
and to walk in the Park, and will have 
fo much more pleafure than I ihall 



FREDERICKS HOLIDAYS. ^^ 

have— why, I might as well be atfchool, 
as here fauntering about the fields.'* • 

*^ You are not very civil/* anfwercd 
Mn Peterfon. *« When you came from 
Barbadoes laft year, and had no other 
acquaintance, you liked very well to be 
with ine in the holidays : however, if 
you ddire it, my dear Frederick, you 
Ihall go to your aunt's, that you may 
be near your little friends, and I will 
write to their papa, to requeft that he 
will give you leave to be with them as 
much as poffible, that you may partake 
of all their pleafures, for I do not think 
you will have a great deal in your aunt's 
houfe ; you know fhe is always ill, and 
cannot have it in her power to procure 
you much amufement." 

Frederick was accordingly fent to 

D4 
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^wn^ and his fir£b wi(h was ta pay a 
vifif to bis two friends in the next flreet 

4 

His aunt's fervant was ordeced to con- 
duct bim to tbe houib, and be was 
ibewn immediately up flairs ; but» in^ 
fiead of meeting with tbofe he esx^iS^et^ 
he found their papa alone in the drjiw* 
ing-room, fitting at a table coveped 
with papers, and apparently very biify.. 
On inquiring for his fchool£dlow4 
be was very much furpriied at being m^ 
formed that they were gc^ne into the 
country ; " for/' faid their papa, ^^ they 
would not have liked to be confinied at 
home all their holidays, and I fliould 
have had no time to run about with 
them ; they might as well have remained 
at fchool as have been here ; but where 

* 

they are gone they will enjoy them- 



1^1 vcs: thc^ \yHl fgeijd a yrcck at their 

^apdf^ther'Sj^ ^nd frpm ^lence ^o.to 

Wy good frijendj Mr. Pctcrfoa's, where 

t^y will Jiave- ^U tjic plea%c ?nd 

^piyufement tl^fcy c;ift poiSWy wifli fpr." 

Frederick was fo vexed and di)[apr 

pointed^ that he could n;^ open hi^ 

lips, byt ixiade a Ipwbpw, ao/d leturped 

to . h^s aunty whpni he found ju^ riien 

(o jbi^eakfaft* Shje y/^ ^l^itp, crippled 

\yith rheumatjifm^ apd had fo gijeat a 

^weaknef^i in her eyes^ that ihe could 

^qt ^af: the \i^l}t^ and would ooly^al^- 

low pnc pf the w^ndpws to have a littlp 

l^it of the fivatter open. 

ljQth|9 difinal ropi^j without apy thii^ 
to amufe bicnfelf with, w.as ppar'Fr«- 
^ick condempfid to ^p^nd Uis I;ioU. 
.^84 tfl? aj^pt made )aUs» .t<94 \9 }^ 
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whenever Ihe was awake, and it was 

* ' ■ 

only when fhe dropped afleep for half 
an hour in her eafy chair, that he could 
crieep foftfy to the bther fend of the 
room, and peep with one eye into the 
ftreeti through the little opening be- 
tween the fliutters. 

Poor Frederick noW fincerely re* 
pented having been fo rude and un- 
grateful to Mr. Peterfon, and wilhed a 
thoufand times a day he had been con- 
tented to flay at his houfe ; he would 
have been very happy to have had it i» 
his power to return, but dared not pro- 
pofe it to his aunt, and would alf(> 
have been afhamed to appear before 
Mr. Peterfon. ' 

' ' ' ' 

After many melancholy days, anH 
tedious evenings, fpent in lonely ibli- 
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(ckIc, he at length faw the happy mornr 
ing which was to end his c^ptjiyttyi. 
*' What a fodlifh boy I have been !" 
thought he» as he was putting; his things 
together. "The day pf ipy return to 
fchool is my firft holiday, and the pre- 
parations I am making for it the only 
pleafare I have felt iince I left it. In 
the country, where I might have en- 
joyed the liberty of running in the fields 
in the open air, I was difcontented and 
refllefs ; and I left it, to Ihut myfelf up 
in a fick room. I am now going back 
to fchool, to have the pleafure of hear- 
ing how agreeably all my fchool fellows 
have been fpending their time, whilft 
I ihall have nothing to recount to 
them, but how many phials were fanged 
on my aunt's chimney-piece^ andhoNy 

d6 
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many h^ckney-coaGbes I could iee with 
<uie ey6 pafs through the ftreet/' 

Frederick was very right ; he found 
his two little friends jafi: arrived, and 
who, for a whole week, could fpeak of 
nothing but the pleafure they had en* 
joyed at Mr. Peterfon'^s. They told 
him of their having been ievera( timea 
on the river on fiihing-parties^ of two 
nice little ponies which had been pro- 
cured for them, that they might ride 
about in the fhady lanes^ and round 
the park, and of the beautiful houiea 
and gardens they had been taken to ice 
in the neighbourhood. 

* 

They had a great many very pretty 
prefents, which they fhewed to Frede- 
rick, and which they had received from 



their friends, who bad been pl^»&4 
with their behaviour, and had de^re4 
they might be allowed lo pay them a 
"vifit at the ne^t vacation. 

Fcedericfc could never forget hovr 

much he had loft by his folly; he 

knew he had been wrong, anc^ as h^ 

was not a bad boy, he was not aihamed 

to acknowledge it, but wrote a very 

pretty letter to Mr. Pcterfon, begging 

him to forgive the rudene& he had 

been guilty of, and telling him how 

much he had fuffbred by it; aiibring 

him that he would never again defir^e 

to quit his hou& to go to any other^ 

and faying, that he never fhould have 

done it, if he had not been a fooUih 

refilefs boy ; that he had been fcvecely 

punilhed for bid ia^lt> and hoped be 
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would think it enough/ and grant him 
his pardon as foon as pofRble. 

Mr. Pcterfon readily complied with his 
requefl, and invited him, the next time 
he left fchool, to accompany his two 
little friends to his houfe, where they 
Ipent a month in the midff of pleafure 
and araufement ; fometimes riding the 
ponies to the top of a hill, from whence 
they could fee the hounds fallowed by 
the huntfman, and feveral gentlemen on 
horfeback ; at other times aflifting their 
good friend to entertain his tenants 
with their wives and children round a 
Chriftmas fire in the great hall: in 
fliOrt, Frederick was fo happy, that be 
never once thought of Aftley, the Park, 
or the play, or had any dcfire to quit 
Mr. Peterfon in ifearch of other amufc- 
meats. 4 



( H ) 



THE 



LITTLE aUARRELLERS. 



Margaret and Frances lived with 
their papa and mamma in a pretty 
white houfe on the fide of a hill ; they 

had a very large garden which led into 

• , . ... 

a meadow, at the bottom of which ran 
a l)eautiful river. 

Every body thought them the ; hap* 
jpicft children tn the world, and certainly 
they might have been foi, if their difpo* 
fitions had been xxxore amiable; for 
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their papa and mamma were very food 
of them, and indulged them in every 
thing proper for their age, and their 
friends were contiwaally bringing them 
prefents of toys and dolls, or fome pretty 
thing or other. 

They had each a little garden of their 
own, full of fwect iftowers and ihrubs, 
currants, goofeberries, and ftrawberries. 
I^argaret had a fquirrel, in which ihe 
took gt:eat delight, for it would jump 
joyfully about its cage whenever Ihc 
X^me i:ie^r it, awji wpujd eat nijts ^.nd 
bifcuijt out of her hand ; and Frances 
had a beautiful canary-bird in 9^ nice ^ijit 
Xftge, whi^i ^rwoke her every morning 
witba fong, ai^d told her ijt w^s tim^ tp 
4rife, Marg^relV bnrfe hg^d brpijiftKt hpjc 
*) white few witjti eight Utile chi?j5;ef»> 
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and Fcances had tk^ prettied bantams 
that ever were feea. 

Their maoima fent them to walk with 
tbeif fOAic} ev^y eyemog^ either oveir 
the hill whare tho (hfi^p and cowb were 
feodin^y or along the fide of the clear 
river, to pick up pebbles, to hear the 
merry fongs of the fiiheroifn, and fisa 
the boaits pafs with the market-people^ 
going to the town with their fruit and 
their veg^tatdei;. $oinetk»es their papa 
took them in bis pleafure-boat acroii^ 
the rivor^ to eat Ofrawberries and cream 
at a farm^houie; and fomettoies thejp 
were permitted to accompany theif 
mamma when Ihe went to dine with hef 
friends in the neighbourhood. 

It is fcarcely to be believed, that twQ 
children, who might have lived (q hap^ 
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pily, fliould have found their greateft 
pleafure in tormenting each other ; and 
though, before their parents and Gran- 
gers, they appeared to be all fweetnefi 

and good-humour, that they fliould 
have been continually contriving how 
to vex and teafe each other. The, mo- 
ment they were alone, they did nothing 
but fight and quarrel^ and diipute about 
trifles. f 

• Not contented with this, whenever 
they were difpleafed,' they did not care 
what mifchief they did, but tried, by 
every means in their power, to vex each 
other, by fpoiling and deftroying every 
thing which came in their way. Mar- 
garet was quite delighted when (he had 
been running over all Frances s garden, 
and treading down every thing which 
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was growing in it ; and Frances, to be 
revenged on her After, never failed to 
go dire<Sl(y and pull up all her flowers 
by the roots> throw ftones at her little 
chickens, and tear her dolFs clothes to 
pieces. 

One day when they had had a great 
quarrel about fome foolifli thing not 
worth mentioning, Margaret was fo ex- 
tremely angry, that (he got her mam- 
ma's inkftand, and threw the ink all 
over her fifter^s work, and then walked 
out of the room, leaving it on the 
table. Frances, who was gone to alk 
her mamma for fome thread, no fooner 
retumeid to the parlour, and found her 
work in fo fad a co^nditton, but guefling 
immediately how it came fo, inftead of 
feeking for her fiffter, and telling her 
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in a gentle manner hqw Wrong Hie h^d 
a£led, and begging that all their qaar? 
pels might be ended, and that they 
night live together as lift era ibould do, 
and endeavour to make each other 
happy I in (lead of fpending their timd 
id vexing aind tes^Hng esuch other-r-in- 
^e^d of doing this, tl)^ malicicHi^. gir} 
thought of npthing, but how Ibe might 
be TQven£(ed; an4 watchipg for ^ fyr 
i^ouuaWe 6ppwt«»ity» Ihe feiz^ pn 4 
fine damafk napkin which had been 
given to Marga^t tp h^m aQd mark, 
threw it down on the hearth> contriving 
to let one end of it lie over the fend<rr» 
and then began to poke the fire as vior 
lently as ihe could^ hoping fome of the 
inders would fall upon it, and burn 4 
few ^oles in it. Her with was (ha9 



f 



aoebinplifliat, iad ei^cm bi^yotid wlM^t 

^le defied, ^rtbe napkin wa^ if) fill 
ii^abrt id isl Wavcy ^nd ifhe teufe ia 
danger 6f lietng iMamt to the gi^Mmdi 
QDeiTiiied alnK^ to tl^irfh; ihe begai^to 
finsfion^for help, ttntd Hie ^d!le <taiti1ty 

lour; ^4^rgai<et ^ii^Qng the reft> #ifli 
the befftorn of heir Irodk covered wHIi 
lftk> Thougti <he.ha(d iafol perceived R^ 
ktA >tv^h foo pl^Dly fheW^ed who had 
aon6Yke^^ftaHrc^iti^€ki^ e«^ 

They were now bot^k iftfiAljr ^j^«. 
mined, and their tricks foori difcovered : 
their papa and mamma watched them 
very narrowly, and found that they 
Vere quite different when alone, to what 
they appeared when in their preience ; 
and they no longer treated them with 



the kitidnefsf and indulge j)oe: they had 
hitherto done. Thiir gardens were 
token from them^ the (qJuicrel 'and the 
Caf^ry-bird given away^ and the white 
ten, with her Uttfe brood of chickens; 
ifi^t iba^k to the nurfe ; they were dcn 
prived of all their amvifementSj^ and 
^py hf|d,loil the good opinion of their 
par^ents aqd friends, foF:tl)@ &rv^,nts had 
tpld (heir ftory to every bpdy they met 
witfi, and they . were never mentioped 
without being called the fly girls^ or the 

little quatrdlcrs. , 
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Caroline was trifling away her time 
in the garden with a little favourite fpar 
niel, h^r conftant , compinion, when 
£be v^'ias feofifor to her muficvmafter^ 
and thai ferisrant bad called her' ncT left 
than three diffetent times beCore ihe 
tfaoaght proper to go into the hoiJfe.' ■: 
' W;he)i;i^hc}yl«ffon. wa&. fwifti?«l, «tfd 
the , xnaftfsr ^ goii^^ . Ibe ; , ti«r)B4 ; to. . b«c 
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impatient tone of voice, how mucli 
longer fhe was to be plagued with 
mailers— -faid Ihe had had them a very 
long time, and that (he really thought 
ihe now knew quite enough of every 
thing. 

*^ That you have had them a very 
long while/* anfwered her mamma^ '^ I 
perfedly agree with you ; but that you 
inve profited To much* by their inftrac* 
tion, «s yon leem to imagine, I am not 
£> certain. I imift, howiever, acquaint 
you^ my ^dear -Caroline, that you w^l 
not htfiagzied with them much longcfr, 
fyt ymrr papa fays he ibas expended 
fach laige fums upon yoiir education, 
khiit be tb quite vesied and amgry 
'Kfkh hitiMi (at liaviisg ddne ib, bei* 
caiUk 4ie finds k impolifok to^ at aM 
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<iquiii dxpeiile ii^i: ybiif' tWc^ little fif. 
twii ^ tvoalcf thctfcfdtcf^ advife you, 
^hM tic is fo gobc^ ^iio ^lloW you W 

of yOiii^tftiW, «w*' iP'iniy^ ribit bfc* fiicf 
^diA HiVc been Idifftln^fc^fiWig tb m^ 

ber mammals m^ki^'bf^^^^ 

^ftci^i^ jAit vsbiildiuiuiisitdks) no /obkft 

i > Sobiectinir^ftcan itfakno*]vrfaifitk!|^;&^ 
abidifflpanfed b^ noniimblii onr ta^ trifiil ito^j^ 
{«|Mkl^ ^Ibinndi wfad^rcfidddf ki ^ 
c^Mintlry^ p mid iasi thii^B^wiete ffehdbtial g^n'? 
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tkcnen.aiid ladies at tb^ iame time in 
the Jioufe,. Carolina t was cxkeipdy* 
l?appy, in, Jhe ^pprH|nity(_(he -thought 

a patty feft l^fjc^Jr^winfr nwfis, 8pcij 
*nd ,ilie .^s ,^oJ„y^y ^qng be^re ^e 
gave them fo many famples of i^j^.y^ 
aity ?ajfi.. fijlf^pceiJ,., a» ,rendi:r?d.;3^er 
qi^9^fc«lf|Ufcaf^djfgu^^^ . , . ..[ 
Sfaa wabr 1^1^ i^ the leaft afli^cd 
Ho.ctontradkS^ tbcfl^f\rbi> werp older and 
bettef inflfyflwif tfem herfelf, a{yfl w0il^ 

^(ioKVDltCblli^i^DO with, thfe t||9|0ft 

Hiic6Qcca:n,:rfndj afttenapt ta play j^ fo-^ 
nata which (he had never feen jbefofl^ 
thbu^^tithei£u»c time ihe <^it)d l^ot 
get thtidvghia Uttlelimpfe: fodg^. w^ich 
Aie bad been.' tkrie mouths ^ei^rHingi 
without bliHidaing half a dozen times.. 
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V There 1ivqd,/at about the diiifonce of 
a mile frora Mrs. Melvin's hoqfe^ a 
widow ladyi ;with; her daughter^ a 
<^arming little girl p{ tbiftepq yeais of 
ag^, Qn,W:bp(e edut»tion (fo v<?ry liiqited 
\yas her f fortune) fhe had peyer ^d il 
in her) power to be at the fmallejd 

• - 

cxpctufe,:. JiQ^eedi her income \ya$ fn 
iiarroyvr,! that, without l[he flrideAeco^ 
iiomy in every rcfpc6V, flie- could, not 
have ipa^e it fijif^ce to procure them the 
pece^Tarkt^ 9^j^if^> apd ^as obliged to 
conti^nfc herfelf with the little infiruc* 
tipn $he /could givje to her child, and 
with encouraging her as much as p(^* 
ble to exert, h^rfelf, and e^deayour tQ 
fupply^ by ^tlention and fieribyeraxipe, 
ihe wpnit of a ^ more ^bl^ in^rudtori 

* 

12 
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and to furmount the oMacIes ihe wcfo]A 
lla^^e lo meet with. ~- — ~ 

When Caroline heard ttiis lalked o^^ 
ibe concluded immediately tliat Laura 
teuft be a poor little dgoorant things 
^hom (he ihould aftoni^ ^b^r a difplajr 
of her accomplifhrnetits, ^and- enjoyed 
in idea the ivoridcr Ae would fhew:^ 
when fhe beheld :hcr beafutiful draw- 
fogs, heard her touch the kejrs of the 
piano, and fpeak French and Italian as 
welt as her own language; which flic 
w^fhed to perfuade herfelf was the cafe, 
o^hou^ ihe knew no more t>f either 
than (he did of all the other things -of 
which (he was fo vain and conceited. 

She told Mrs. Mfelvin that (he really 
pitied extremely the (iiuation of the 



poor unfortunate Laora* and^ wift6dr 
\^hilft (he was {o near^ (he couldl h«(Ve 
^n opportunity of feeing her frequently^ 
as Ihe might give her ^me ifi(lru6);i<lii^ 
which would be of ferviqe to her. Mira» 
Melvin was extremely difguded )WijtI{ 
the vapity of lierfriend>liattghte», and 
wifhing t<> give her a fevere niorttfidi^ 
iion^ which fhe thought would be of 
Aore ufe to her than any leiToo^ jQbe had 
ever i^eived, told her ihd ihojuMtmy 
a vifit the hext morning.; • .: . 

The weather w#s extfteOKly. £ney tind 
the w^e company iet forward imme^ 
4<ately after bre^kfaft, atid wefe foon 
in light of a very ne^ bat fmall houfti^ 
which they were informed belonged tcl^ 
the mother of Laura. A littld .\irhttft 
gaAn cf)«aediato:a.ganfittiiitt/thp;Gi6nt 

»3 
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of %t^ which was ib ineat^ and laid out 
with ib much taAe, that they all flopped 
to admire itj for the Howers and fhrubs 
were tied tip with the utmoft nicety, 
and not a weed was to be feen in any 
part of it. 

♦^ This is Laura^s care/* iald Mrsi 
Melvin; ^* her mamma cannot afford 
to pay a gardener^ but hires a Idfbourer 
now and then to tui'n up the ground, 
and, ' with the help of their maid, (he 
keeps this littk flower-garden it) the 
order in which you fee it ; for by having 
inquired of thofe who underftarid it 
(inflead of fancying herfelf perfcA in 
all things), ihe has gainedib much in- 
formation, that fhe is become a complete 

TlMgr niverei&ewn-intO' a very neat 
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parlour, which was ofnatnebteB with a 

number of di'awtngs, ' '*^ Here,'* fays 

' , ^ < .. , , » ■ ' ' . , 

Mrs. Melvin, ** ^ou may 'again fee the 

fruits of Laura's induffry and perie- 
ver^nce: fhe has had no inftru<SVion, 
except 'the little^ Ker liiamma cbukt give 
her, but (he was deternf^ln^d to fucceed, 
ahd'^has done fo, ks fou fnay perceive ; 
for ftefe drawings ^re executed with a^ 
much tafte and judgment as could podi- 
biy t)e expe<5led of fo young a perfbn, 
evbn if ihe tiad hati the advantage of 
having a mailer to ihftrudl her. The 
fringe oii the window curtains is en- 
iirety of -her making, and the pretty 
Ddrdisi'^'and^Wndtc^pe^ 6^ that fire-lcrwii 
is of her cutting/' ^ - 

Caroline began to fear fhe fhould not 
ihine quite fo much as fhe had expe<Sle4 

E4 
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to do; ia,>?4 ::>725 csctr^^^ 

when 'LtaQ.i^ came into (^ Toom, ana 

, wasJpfired to,fit do\yu» to-Jhe pi^iJP^ 
at hearing h<er iday jB.n4 fil^g- two. p? 
three prfttt/ little forjgs, fo well ftod.fo 
fwcet|Ij, that f^Y^rjr one prefont wg8 dc* 
lighted with hsr. _ rj .. . t 

. She fcarcely ey§r^ar«I,^i|ft«r thJ8,yi- 

fit. to boaft of her knftwipdae ;: aad if 
ihc did, Mrs. Melvin^ who -^vyaa heiT 
real friend^ and wifhed to .cure her of 
her vanity,, pcvqir foiled tp reini«d h'er 
of the Iittle.ihe JineWf notwithflandinil 
all the mon^y which had been expended 
upon her education, in cpmpa^rifoq tp 
I^ufflv #9 had never «)ft her m^niai* 
a fingle fhilling. /..^ ,,,.,,, ,: v, , 
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Charlbs, Williamjp aqd S^niy^ had a 
large piece of ground given tq theqoi to 
make ^ garden oC Tbeir pap$ ga^ 
4beiB 'leave to apply to the gaitjener^ lor 
inflruditon as often as they pk*f£d> httt 
not to expe^ any aififtance /rond bio^ 
or any other perfoq ; they wetehtp* ptit 
itm order^ and keep it fo by- their t own 
labour. j m 

L " I know," ikid Charles to. TiiVilliam, 

E 5^ 



Bl THE YOUHG GAJtDfiNERS. 

** that we fliall never agree with Henry; 
he is fuch an odd boy, that I really be* 
lieve when once the garden is put in 
order, he will be contented to walk, 
about and look at it, \yithput eyertpuch- 
ing any thing, for he is always quar- 
relling with us becaufe we have no pa- 
tience, as he calls ii.'^—^* Yes," replied 
William, " it is very true. Do you re- 
^nfembct how angry he was when his 
bahtam hin was batching her chicken, 
and We helped to pull them oift of the 
eggis! Who would have thought we 
Should have kitled any of them! I am 
furc I did not ; but they were fo long, 
I could not bear to lit there all day wait^ 
ang* for them/ I think, Charles, we had 
better give him his ihare of the^ ground, 
andletiirm do as he will with if/and 



you and I will make a pretty garden qf 
%be rm, arid manage it stt we think 

-iff: :^i .V .'.v '3 :^.. •/ ■.^' ': 
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jnropen 
-' 5^hfe bdtig Tcttleid; ' and the grdund' 

fairly divided, they all three went to 

. » » f ■ ■ ■ • 

WfMrk With the utmoft alacrity. They 
Tofe wih^ the lark in the. mornings 
(timif^gtip^thi^ eartti, afnd clearing it of 
Rones ^A riibbifli; 'bat Henry by hiril- 

. - • • - ^ 

fHf had got his garderi laid out rn bedy 
arid borders, iready For planting, before 
eharfes^tftid Willfafei together had half 
d6tie^tftfeirs:i Ifhcy could nbt? determine 
how to-do it ; thte bforders were too 

V . . . • r • 

narrow, ^rtd muft be made^ l)roader j 

fbw- bed muft be lotager,' aticl that 
flAG^oi \ ^ that wbatt the^^'^k^ lb the 
morning, they undid in the ' ewning,^ 
and tHdr^pT^ce of ground liiy in conf a* 

£ 6 
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planted, iiis j.b^cdqrf.. w-Hhr^^wh^i^S, 
and his beds were Town with 301^}% 
and.^lpd »^it|j..prct^y , jflpif^ «i¥l.ibttl- 

VoUSipotS., /;'!ir--v;::; J ::,::, vM;'; 

Glparles aiid . Wil^aff» ^ , s»t Jof^ 
got ^^h(?fr prdep: l9i4iOgti,in;1ekn^ 

^^, ,and,i i«; othfw ha^fif^q.it p»%bl 

^ftte ; for ;t^heir»papa Jbsi4; given tbeof^ 
leaye to renfi9y^ federal preHXi,^l?nib$ 

qw?Jt#yi4ft ^Wa#. wpt]p,jft pksMa»t ap*. 
pearauc^ .TUy^ad^p hjcd, sh^wey;^, 
^J^ll}?cPlaefc(i bflf^ofle theft, flvhipftfiprf 
boyp \f^c t\^9^ tfeis nff.9fter(lfl.jvhi)cl^ 

tbQir'tfcfg;>&^ tTeie'j)kiil0d, Aid io»g9d 
te rbrnwedthem 
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<' Xfaii litlb d>eir}S-iree>^^ rfaid^Wi^ 
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they ftp|)Q«,«tiUif,-w4 of; tl»* /l»o^«kftira 
adfSflfefr^Hlt<^ *%y<»£WJf e^iskH rR«t< JlH»«lB 



f 

* 

aid iHa! %6d' vroti^ dd better foFfoihew 
thing elie^ and in lefs thdti fiWthintites' 
tile fptadb Wl^ br6&gKt^ If^e > bed'^tiirtied 
lipi atid all the* I'rftfe fldwe^, '*llfeh' 
W«r6 TtiriViging •u|» fe ilrbt}^>''atld[>i^- 
nnfi%, were d^ftp6y«d Wiftdttt jpifj'X - ^ 
- ' "What ^'diflKt«ht']fcjp^iearahde'Md%| «^e' 
two gardeils iniake' 9^ -thifr «s<^tfl J^ 
JtttM ! Chad«fr ahd WHliacii'A^, with 
IbrKow and regttt, th^ fbeif^ Wd kN- 
ifhing mote than af piiece.'iif-' Waft6 
groiirttJ; they bad TciiloVed thei^ ttec^ 
andihrubs fo ofteii,- tfiafeHicy fi^d; ill 
periibed ; atid tbt bai^in^ i^tienee to 
fct their icedd comc^ «}> artd grow iiittf 
bioflbm^ their bi^&<h;i^ ifrntbirfg jiifbenh 
Henry 'S gardetf ^a4 beautiful \ ih^ 
was libt^ the iOflfiittllfeft 4m^ of ^'it^but had 
fbmb i^ty fitfw^ «^^rrflitwti«eigr6wtDg 
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in it ; every part was blooming and 
fweet ; and his two brothers dircovered» 
when too late, that without perfeverance 
and fieadinefs, nothing can be accom* 
plifhed| and t^at unlefs tixejr.qame to a 
determination to follow the good exam« 
pie their brother-iieMy fet before them 
on this occafion, as on all others^ their 
minds Woald, like their garde A> /bc^Q*^ 
cttltiTatfedand w4ffe» ^ c t [ 
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WHIMSICAL CHILI>. 



Mr. and Mrs. Clennbfat. ihvited ' tibeir 
little niece, ElizabciB: Sinclair, to. ipend 
a month with them in the country. 
Mn Clermont was extremely fond of 
children, but his partiality io their 
company never extended to any who 
had been improperly and foolifhly in- 
dulged, and were whimfical and difcdn- 
tented ; and had he known that his fifter 
had fuffered her little girl to have thoie 
difagreeable qualitieSj he never would 



been two years abroad, aodk^ev^OQ* 

£jM3c^aicp«id3i> IfCtti^fal'doiiipteziott^ 
ao§ Mat. 6H^rak»tJi&fdi»d bisvv^fe^li' { 
ihaUrs^uldlikiBilisd htoi hii^e^ttKs <i\«Ket 

v^^^tlfttrrtesi* iboai^ miaa^ Itrn'-hd bad 



^6 i%« ' y^nl^itkv iii^i^. 

in^ the trioft ankgrccitfe girl he had 

She was no fooner in the himft^ ^hati 
riie^ com^fained erf ' 1^ waftm, 

(hen i6b CoJd, and a^ itiintittr a?fecf, toii 
Hv^rii agaftn-M^ok) ^<i^ l^iittip, -yet 
toot chbo^ng>tci g6 to^ltedii-^Mfinfg ftf 

but mi1k!atui.WakN^Mr 4cn^i°g^^ 
yirithoufciifggttr^ ! th^iiyi^e^tk^itoj hunw. 
fm^e^ 4nd>cafter.&]rtfig ihelnoF^ia^pedt 
1>arf\mg, inlcf tcatSibecanifeiflid .visi go^ 
ing to bcffeotitD hdd kid^^Mrtifup^eil'Kril 
i f^J perceive * U maimiAikMi^ iai^ 
Mr. Clenoabnt;; fS tbi3iySb0i?/<^4/ite//^ir:r^a 
/j^# :^iH : bci < il fMretty tonbdiiilto' W/ M 

bat! kflwll i|>utiata^ toit Itambdik^y;*^ 
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■* * ' '."'.'■ 

he alk^d her if fhe Would be helped to 

ibme mutton^ but flie refufed it, faying 
(he hever could eat any thing roafted« 
^*Thcn, thy deaf ;* replied Mr. Cler- 
mont, "h^e is li boiled potatoe for 
you ; eat that^ fl^t^ you will have nothing 

Elizabeth ^akbctremely^difcotidsrtedi 
and fhotfgbf, if (he had been at home^ 
her tniiitrma woftid h&vh ordered lialf 8 
ddzbii diffei^ent tiirngs for her, ratW 
(han iaffer liJerfd eat anj^ 1 bi^ ihe dIfJ 
likeklj or to dittk tipoh potatt>es. Shii 
made a y^ry ]f)ad ^dinher, and wks crots 
attd out of humo^ the Whblfe evening; '* 
• The liejit day at teWd Mr? dermont 
bflbred t5 heIp<!ikr^{bmeVoTled iafiibr 
bat Eliisabetl^, 'accibrdihg to Iter tkual 
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to her, foid flic could not eat lamb- 
when it was boiled. ** So I expeded,'^ 
faid ^r. Clerroont, ^^ and (taking qfT 
tbcf Qovcr froAi a fmall di(h which was 
placed next to hiiQ) her^ are &m(^ 
r^^le^/ potatoes^ vv.hioh, I have provided 
on purpofe, fearing you might not ■hap<« 

,|;j^a^eth.|pg^n; tOvCirjr »^V4j?, bp^ 
l^eruaole pa^ ;no if^ of »^qjti<^n.to 
h^ tears, 4)Dly faying; ^, if , :£hfi pijp. 
ferrpd a. JmJ&h of waterrgmeHi (he .#^ld 
]^;^)i« fonte mad^ in ^nj-ji^i^aat. ;Shff 

relle^r i^xt^b^r breakfail:,;iarn4 hM no^ 
thloig 4*¥^)j/^^' pejxeiving. that her 
t^r^^ w^rc jjKrt ,U^ tf pf^duce anj 
good 9fl5p<a,; wag::ftHd> 4inf;v^jf 
lf^c%/|09 ilfK^b awt' ^ioigft Wd to 
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mt inrtitusicAt child. g$ 

^^at Ibrfie^ Vuf rant tart, which Ac liad* 
^id (he ' could not tear even the fmelf 
x>f. She inlifted, however, on return- 
ing to her niaitima itiimtdiattty, fayitig 
Stt would not ffay any longer Itt iff 
ha&Ct where "fhewai in ctangei-'of bcftig 
fbirted> atid was rare 'Her -itlamrttfa would 
lie verya^jF if fe^kiidW IfoW ffi^'Vi* 

*^'r am ibrty to inform y6U, mydeai? 
dxeCe,"' fkid'-Mf/'CilermoMt,- " ttia^ yoH 
mufl^ endeavour to put up wiHii' it'at 
leaft a month or fix weeks, for your 
mamnia Is' g^ne Into Vt^ates on blidfdift 
of coh(e(juence,' and' will iibt* be af 
hbme to recervc yod filr that t?mi is ex* 
pired. • 

was extremel)^ unhappy, and wifliea'a 



54 TflE ,TVHIMSXCAL. CHILD*, 

l^Qufand times., (he had n^yet jawlted 
her ay/n home, whore .HiCvwasJadwlffed. 
in all her whims* and where every one's 
tjlpae, was employed io trjripg.to pleafeajid 

m^ •.% r f " M^^'^^n. i ^hpught, %, 
V on lrhj?.cqptrary,J nevex:havc^n,y thing 

• 1 I^'He^ i.?iO.«i i ^y. Mc?« appears to take 
VWm Wu*?afir^.r and ypxing me from- 
morning to night." Finding, however^ 
that fbc rojjft, either «a^ what was^pvo- 

'y id^d fjar. . her, or Ajffc^ .^'^ VP§^^> ^"^ 
conifcious that fhe had no real diflike to 

any thing in, particular^ ^^^"g|? ^^ ^^^ 
a.gwat pleafui;e.in plaguing every body 
about her, ihe thought it advifable to 
fubmit, and cqijiiequently dined ex-, 
tremely well every day, whethqr^ the 
meat was roafted or bo'^lc^, ftewe4 pr 
fried. , S' , . 



iielplefs infants, who fhe laid faa<| lu^ 
al«?3rfi^^<r. <^^jig,jtJafpv iH^. tha 



d1>mocPft^ma^6^T^<h«ed; ^iM<fh&^^K' 
[^fucb bldlings. 3 
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M|tJ S|)dnc«t fent SMDhistwafon^) fid- 
wai8i>iahd,Charles^ into his clofet; he 

todk^^(siKh[o(i)iet[if'hy the hziid, and 
dra^riag ^them^afie^ionately towards 
hiii^>o^o3d 4heixi' hj^ wa^ gotdg ta tinder^ 
takee^iv ItMig'^jcnai^iey^^ th^t he hoped 
thejiqwpuld be very' good^ boys during 
his7iiab(»Ge^i obedient and dutiM to 
. theor: fartnhmy and never: vex or teai^ 
jbei^cntntt doi ev^iihtng i|ie wifhed ti3^ 
to di> ^LfaeitaUisi defimd Ihem ta be kind 
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to poor Ben, and to recolled^-^ that, 
though his face was black, he was a 
very good boy, and that God would 
love him, whilfl he continued to be- 
have well, juft as much as if his ikin 
were as white as theirs, and much more 
than he would either of them, unlets 

they were equally deferving of his love, 
as black Ben had rendered himfelf by 
his good-natured and amiable difpofitioiu ' 
Edward and Charles both pfomifed ,: 
their papa that they would do every i 
thing he defired, bijt they w^re riot both 
equally lincerc: Edward, co^ld with'i/ 
difficulty hide his joy, when bis papa - ; 
told him he was going from hom^ for 
he was a very naughty boy, and isad no !t 
inclination to obey any bocty, biitlabei/^ 
his own mailer, and do as be liked,, tot 



BDWARD AKDr CHA&LfiS. 99 

^t into all kinds of mifchief^ and kick 
and cufF poor Ben whenever he pleafed. 
Thinking, however, it would be pro- 
per to appear forty for what he was, in 
reality, extremely glad of, and feeing 
poor Charles take out his handkerchief 
to wipe away his tears, when he was 
taking leave of his papa, he pulled out 
his alfo ; but it was not to wipe his 
eyes, but to hide his fmiles, for he was 
fo happy at the thought of all the tricks 
he could play, without having any one 
to control him, that he was afraid his 
joy would be perceived, and his hypo- 
crify detciSled. 

Mrs. Spencer*s health was Co indiffer- 
ent, that ihe ieldom quitted her apart- 
ment, fa that flie knew very little of 
the behaviour of her fons. Edward^ 

Ft 
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. • » - ■ * 

as foon as he had breakfafted^ ufually 
took his hah and went out without 

, • •....- - ■ s ...... 

telling any one where he wa3 going, or 
when he fliould return. 

One day, when he was gone away in 
this manner^ and Charles was left quite 
alone^ he went up flairs to his mamma^ 
and afked her leave to take a walk in 
the ^elds ; and away he went wilh his 
favourite dog, for he had no other com- 
pany, and he faid, " Come aloiig, Trim* 

bui9Ei> let us take a ramble together; 

*«"'•■■ ' ' ' • ■' ' 

my brother always quarrels and fight^ 

witti me, but I know you will not, my 
poor Trimbuih : here, my poor old 
fellow, here is a piece of bread which I 

•r .t • '• ■ ' ♦ 

faved from mv breakfafl on jpurpofe 
for you.** 

Charles had not walked very far, be- 
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EDWARD AMD CHARLES. lOI 

fore he thought he heard Ben crying ; 
and thinking it very probable that his 
brother was beating him, he went as 
faft as he poffibly could towards the 
place whence the found came. There 
he found poor black Ben, with a load 
of faggots upon his back^ almoft enough 
to break it^ and Edward whipping him 

becaufe he cried, and faid they were too 

• ' . ■ "^ 

heavy. 

Charles began immediately to unload 

« 

the poor boy ; but Edward iaid, if be 
attempted to do fo, he would break 
every bone in his Ikin: he yvas, how- 
ever, not to be frightened from his 
good-natured and humane intention, 
and therefore continued to take off the 
faggots, telling his brother, that if ]\e 
came near to prevent him^ he would 

F 3 



102 XDWARD ANI> CHARLE5. 

try i?vhich had moft ftrength ; and air 
Edward was a great coward, and never 
attempted to lirike any body but the 
poor black boy, who dared not return 
the blow, he thought it proper to walk 
away, and leave his brother to do as he 
liked. When they met afterwards, and 
Charles offered to Ihake hands with him> 
faying he was forry for what he had 
faid to him, and begged they might be 
good friends, he appeared very m\U 
ing to forget what had paffed, and 
affured him he forgave him with all 
his heart ; but his whole thoughts were 
employed on finding out fome way to 
be revenged on his brother, and he had 
foon an opportunity of doing what 
might have coft him his life, though it 
is to be hoped he' was not quite wicked 
enough to defire it. 



< XDWAkD AKD CRARltS, lOJ 

Walking one morning by the fide of 
the river, he begged Charles to get into 
a little boat*which lay clofe to the fiiore, 
to Icok for a fixpeace which he pre«* 
tended to Jhfavc left in it, and began to 
fob. and cry, becaufe he was afraid he 
had I'Qft his money. Charles, who was 
aWays^ad to oblige his brother, jump- 
ed into the boat with the iitrhoft rcad'i- 
n^fs, but in an indant the wicked Ed* 
wardiiil^ving cut the rope by which it 
was faftjsnpd, away it went into the 
middle i of the river, and no one can 
tell whitbet it might have been driven, 
pr wha,t terrible accident might have 
happened, if the wind had been high, 
and had not the good affeflionate Ben 
ilripped, off his clothes, and plunged 
into the river to^o to Charles'^ af&ftance. 

F 4 
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Ben could fwioQ like a fiih^- and was 
foon within reach of they boat, which, 
by getting hold of the endmf the rope, 
he brought near enough to the 4iiorc for 
Charles to jump out on a bank. . 

Edward fancied, that, as his mamma 

knew nothing of his tricks^ and as he 

was certain Charles was Voo good- 
natured to tell tales, his papa would 

never hear of them : but he was very 
much miflaken* Old Nicholls, the but- 
ler, had obfcrvcd his behaviour, and as 
foon as his mafter returned, took the 
firfl: opportunity of telling him of every 
thing which -had pafled in his abfence. 

Mr. Spencer now recollcifted that he 
had teen much to blame in keeping his 
fans at home, and determined to fend 
them both to fchool immediately: hfc 
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^oWef^(^/l»ov.evcr, iKat thcy'v^crc nl>t 
equally dcfervihg of kinaQeis and ini* 
dulgence, and that it would te prbpec 
and jiift to make Kdward £eel How 
much he was dilpteaied1)y the accounts 
he nad received of his conduct : he was 
therefore fent to a ichool at a confidera- 
me diffahce from Hoine^ to ifar ofl^ that 
he neither'came home at Chriumas nor 
Whitfuntide, nor law any of his friends 
from one year to the other ; he was not 
allowed to have any pocket-money, for 
his papa faid he would only make an ill 
ufe of it ; nor had he ever any preients 
fent him of any kind. 

Charles was only twenty ibiles from 
his father*s houie, and was always at 
home in the holidays : he had a great 
many things given to him on new year*s 

F 5 
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day, and his papa brotrglit him a little 
poqey, that be might ride about the 
park ; and he always let poor Ben have 
a ride with him> for he loved him very 
much ; and Ben» who was a grateful, 
kind-hearted boy, did not forget how 
many times Charles had faved him from 
his wicked brother, and would have 
done any thing in the world to give him 
pleafure^ 
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« WpAT will b^Qftiane pf. us tortnor* 
lowr.?*' «^$i)fflfe4 , a , boy* at;'Mf->r-^ 
f49ol,' toili*|lc^fprgp Caiftoo,;,a^ tljejr 
wes^MO<ijfeffiog!to.go,4p),li>ed. , « I am 

i9-frifii>*^?^» 1^»*::^' ^^ pot Viable 
Xoclqi^.my.pyfS," 1. ; - - , 1 

W [flO. >filin#icH»i to be ;diftx>rbe4 
<fia'??^^yL^tfiljdefi; tft wMt he was..fay|. 
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thought to get off, and how he fliould 
relifti a good found flogging, if he 
could not excufe himfelf, he thought it 
time to inquire into his meaning, and 
was informedrthat Somer o( the hoys had 
that evening been robbing the mafler's 
garden, that they bad taken away all 
the fruit, both ripe and unripe, and had 
trodden down and deft royed every thing, 
'0e*rge iaJd be *as vety 'forry for it, 
•but W bad nt^fe^tli ohl^>}ytft^ acooatiff 
ferihecdold ■prarie tlWt-'Iie 'hsfd dvsnk 
<ea, and ^t^he %h61e etemrig m'hh 
auElt's, and wais but jdft tetdrhed be^ 
fore their hour of going to Ix^ ; ^bik 
Robert affurcd him, ^thalt iali fee Wuld 
fay would avail liim ndthit^g, kttd ttiaft 
lie w^s very certain' he wba^d not bfe 
J»lieved; and moreaVCT/ tf»t^lhe miia^ftet 



'MB' id^aairtd, '^s ^ he couH not ialite^^r 
Mhc dffeintefs, he wbdW Jiiinlfti thfe 

mfetVfe- "^P cati ffSlffly ^l^ m ^tfUhfe 

of day t inf^na to ir<H iSiff, **i9 ^kll'^B^ 
%ai4y tniljjs iffbra M-^^^x-, "ti^bh fdii 
lilrfe beggtdg rti yinh fbr fWgnfenefe W 

■"' Ctei^gfe/H^/Ho, WiObgh'a ^08 itey ?i 

kb ^fe t«MSKfe of feiarhing afty flff^, 

» 

ifetctaieirt »^pi#fen%ttf ^iaVftig 'it, aSft 
K«a *o -jyubt-, IWt ^vliigfuch aW<^%l^ 
^jhdly iA!b#y <o^^«iH5tH«:- &f ift6 ii^'udfc^ 
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of his piafter, , added- to the Q!^n;: luifd* 

ihips he fanci^ be had already ^oflured 

■ * ■ i 

on .different . occafions, hp, fhould [be 
able ^o prcY^U upon his papa to keep 
him at borne ; and imtgmed, that^ when 
he ^ew up to be a man, he iho^d, hy 
ibme xne^ns cy: other^. have a^. mu^h 
Jearning ;and knowledge as other peo- 
ple, without plaguing hunf^lf with fo 
inany books and leflbns* Robqrt h^ 
therefore very little difficulty ip pej^sLd^ 
ing him tp accompany ^m, wbiqh:he 
had no reafon to with for, biit«|bat he 
knew he had always a. good dqil of 
pocket-money,, which he .hpped, to get 
po0eilion of, and canqd vejry little, if 
once he could cariry tbft ppint, what 
became of poor Gqorge. He kaevf 
him to be ^quite ipapcc^t,o«nd ^o that 
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the xnaAer was well acquainted with 
the names of the boys who had do^e 
the mifchief, and confequently had no 
thought of puniihiqg the whole fchool; 
but he was a wicked boy^ had been the 
chief promoter of the robbery^ long 
tired of confinement, and determined 
to run away. At four o*clocle in the 
morning they got out of the window 
into the yard, jumped over a low wall^ 
and were loon feyeral miles from the 
fchooL 

Poor little George be^n^ before it 
was longj to grow very tired; he was 
hungry alfo, and had nothing to eat» 
Robert alked tum if he had any money, 
and faid he would foon procure hioA 
fomething to eat, if he would give him 
the means of paying for it ;, but the mo^ 
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Tncnt he n'ad got his little purie in his 
hand, he told him th&t he iniift how 
fwifli him a jgood ihorriing^ ; that he was 
iiot fucl/a'fbdl as 'to go home' to get a 
horfewhipping'ior having runaway from 
fchool, but mould go immediktety to 

*Tbrtfiriouth, 'where he flibuid find iliips 
enough ready to fail for different parts 
of ^he world, knh would go to lea, 
which was, he faid, (he pleafariteft life 

^h the World ; artd miaking him a very 
low bow, he fet off immediately acrofe 

'the^etcJs IbW^rcis tfee liigh road, and 
wis biit of figlSt Tn an iriltant. 
tjreorge began to cry bitfcrly ; lie now 

«ifeiS<Hftfei'ifeVfek'^irfeiie^-^ wicked 

n^b^'s Mvi^, 'm >^irfi hkVe Vduriida 

% tosr* ive Mh; m 'he *d Wt 
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} . . -, . • , ^ f 

had khb^n it> would hdve' becii aTiaid 

•to" fee Ms'niaft'ef. tie wandered on 

'- '- • ' - 

- th<*'Wbole Idiig'day,' without feeing any 
' hddy v^feo ihou^ht ' it woirth their while 
"to Hop to lift en to Tiis tale; and at 
length, towards tlie clofe of evening, 
" quite in Tor Vaht of eating, and ;tb 
vtified tiiafhie cbdid no longer fiand, he 
•■feated^hitflfelf by Ihe fide of a brook, 
"alid h:'&H!uglii8;tiead upon his Band, 
^'fdbbfed Aloud/ 

''An'"o1d' iJeifaht "rdarhing from ' ffis 
'labour, andpafling-ttat way, flojJped 
' tolobk at lirm, 'and perceiving that he 

* * " • 1 * J 

* was' in ttitich ' diftrefs, went * up' to " t ne 

■ . -, ■ ■ ■■ ft ' • • ' '■ ' ■ ' • 

place wh'6re' he was ' fittSig," "and inquired 
"kindly tvhat -ailed htm. ' 

«* r W a'halighfy b6y,"'fald George, 
'♦arid ^'dcf' not *d6fefvd tbat *you ' fhoufd 
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V 

take notice of me*''— " When,na^ljr 
boys confefs their faults, they are rp^rc 
than half cured of them/' TepligA the 
old peafant. **. Whatever you ha^ve 
done^ I am fure you repent of it^ and 
I will take care of you/' 

^ He then took him by thp hand, and 
led hini to his eottag^^ ^^i^^. Yff^^ y^H 
near, and where hjsfouQ^ an old wo* 
man fpinning npar the, win40W|, and a 
young one lifting with tvyo pretty little 
girls and a boy, whQtn fhe was t^ach« 
ing to readr they had each a book in 
their hand., and were lb attentive to 
their leflbnsa^ that they fcarcely looked 
up when the door was opened. 

"There/* faid the x)ld peafant, «fils 
xny good wife, this is my daughter, 
and thefe are her children ; we are poor 
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people^ and cannot afford to Q>end 
much money on their education, hut 
they are very good^ and endeavQur to 
learn what they can from their mother, 
and get their leffons ready againd the 
hour they go to fchool in the morning, 
that they may make the mod of their 
time, and not rob their parents by being 

idle.** 

'\ 

^' Rob their parents T' exclaimed 
George. ** Yes, rob them,*' replied the 
old man. *^ Would it not be robbing 
their father and mother, if they allowed 
them to /quander their money upqn 
them in paying for their fchooling to no 
purpofe ?" 

George wiped the tears from his eyes, 
and faid he was afraid he was a very bad 
boy ; but he was forry for it, and would 
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' cndczvouv to imend^ if Iiis papa coiild 
'T)C 'prevailed on to pardon what was 
paft. He then told the old man all that 
had happened^ and how the wicked 
Robert had enticed him to run away 
from fchool ; t)ut he was fo hungry, and 
fo fatigued, that he could hardly (peak 
"^ or hold up his^head. The yoiirig wo- 
man gave him a large bowl of millc and 
^bread, and put bihl into a heat, clean 
''t)ed,'\vHere''iie Jflepf foundly till eight 
*" o*ctock ihe^ next morning, when,' after 
^a comfortable breatfaft, the good pea-» 
'iaht accompanied him to his fatber's 
houfe, and laid 10 much in his favour, 
and of the forrow he had flievvn for his 
*lll 6efii>/i6uV, th^t he 'was immediately 

^Hc W^s,at1his &HtL ^dfe'fire,' takcri back 
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to fchoolj where he CDtreated his mafter 
to pardon the little attention he had paid 
to his books^ and the infiruSion he had 
been fo good as to give him ; as alfo his 
elopement^ a fault he had^ he faid^ re- 
pented of almoft as fooaashehad com« 
mitted it. 

Th^ mailer readily forg^ye. him upon 
his acknowledging his error, and aflured , 
him, . that, though he always^ puniihed 
thoie who deierved it, he knew very 
well how^ to difiinguiili the ^nnocent 
from the gnilty^ and tl^at, whilft l^e be* 
haved like a good boy, he would baye^ 
no reason to fear, his anger. 
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jEAtousy. 



Rose was eight years of age when her 
fiflcr Harriet was born : flic was ex- 
tremely fond of the baby, watched its 
cradle whilfl it flept, and was never 
tired of looking at it, and admiring its 
little features ; biit flie could not, with- 
out pain, obfervc that flie was no 
longer^ as flie had been accuflomed to 
be, ihc/ole objedl of her mainma*s care 
and attention. 

Harriet mufl: not be left a moment ! 
Haniet mufi not be diAurbedl And 
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evdft i#^her 'miMnma'ha^ tbe headachy 
and^Rbfe^was nDt fufibred to go into faet 
room/ 'tbe little ftfanger was admitted* 
She com^Vided that ifie was no logger 
loy!sdoby iany ibod;r^ £st even the {ktvkoJtB 
wei^9 : fh(b i iapcickl, e xnore ocCQfiieil with 
heif little liifter tlmn with her, or any 
thitig vf^ifih concerned hcif ; anidbefimre . 
ihe was ten years of age, &e was be* 
com^,fo., very jealous an4 ^e^iul, that 
(he too^; no pl^fure ia, any things nor. 
was^ it in Ihe powei^ d^ any one to ipleafe 

or ULWpf^.b^V.: :i 

One dajr, walking in; the garden with 
her n}|iauna| whOiC»qr|c^ the little Har-. 
net in her arms, and coming to a pait • 
of j!^fT(»)»«^,ifew^l taJl |ipd;&rftfpceiid-- 
ingi JK5W, RfFqrM I^^bk fk^ta^m fft»*dc 

frowb the beat itf the fwoj: lbcy4op^ ; 
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awid^Utf QMDia^ rtite little boii^^faawj 

keopibet .quictf l£ftcd boEiUp^^aiidieaied 
heiLoa ihe bough 4}f a trec« whioh- l|>reM 

above their bcadg. . 

Roife 'immediately changed colornr; 
heiP cdu ijtenance^ whi(2i a moment be- 
fore waSitolcrably cheetfdl,' tiow became 
gloomy and fullen : fhe leaded ' her 
chack tipon her hand^ and her eyes fol- 
lowed them, expreffihjg nothing but dif-* 
content ^nd |eaIoufy. 

H^<namma Wits' ilotlotigbefbtelb^ ^"^ 
perceive the^ aWgty - ^ince*' -^flif6#a3 
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i»nQot :fadp'fiiaiing{,^^{ fsiid l^tffe^ ^^^ that 

ibatre dqotiUer ltttla>^l; I remqinber, 
wh^i:yoa playad.ivithi^ VBUe, ^ day; I 

««iQ^ Abing .you ^^; yyM b«mgft t, out; to 
j^miir^ mot Si^ ki'vixitfi } dX&y ihoif^ 
pf .mdthitig. but i hdiw jto-j igirert me pfea?* 
f«rc4 vbut. faotvlIgQ i*>glt(Sid about 

feftCK)! l|av# werji tljugg L.>vaftt,/aiid 
isgjf pPfl^BRd you fti^ejalwajs bujriiig mc 

■* * * * . 

toys ^n^! jisetty: t^iogH pf 9J)e;>|n^ pi: 
c^rtylteJior/^r.Hife W^z/awi fpcQ4[tl^ a&Qtr 



I set JSALQUSIT. 

YiCr longer take you upon my knee like 
a baby^ or carrj' ybn -ihiniy arms ; near 
lurre I firex^b fiiffioietit to lift you up^ 
and place you upmi the bough of a 
tree, to pleafe and make you quiet^ as 
1 faaT« done by your little iriler. Yon 
^i^rget, I imagine, that you 9te ten years 
bld^ and that if I were to treat you in 
Ihe fame manner as 1 do a ehild of two^ 
^e JQiould both be lau^ied at by every 
creature who might happen to iee us. 
^^dS:, my dear Rofe^ and do not 
Tuppofe, that, becaufe the helpleft age 
of this little darKng demand! more iMt 
and attention than is netellkry to ybu-— 
f)edAUfe, being her ^urife, lam c^^Uged 
to have her often with me, wh^ the 
company of another would be tro^iMe- 
^omc' tmd inconvenient ' to me— do not 
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fancy, my love, from thefc circum- 
ftances, that j^ti arc Icfs beloved by 
either your papa or mylMf"; but that as 

» 

you iflcreafc in years, we fliall fhew 
out affeftioh to you in a very differcrit 
^ay to -that in trhich wc now do ; as at 
prcfent we treat you much otherwife than 
we did when you was of the age of your 
fiftcr Harriet. 

** I have long obferved, with much 

uneafinefs and concern, the fretfulneis 
and difeontent you have exhibited in 
your countenance at every mark of ten- 
dernefs and care fhewn to your fiftcr. 
If you fufFer this humour to grow upon 
you, it will be obferved by every body, 
and you will then, in reality, be dif- 
liked and fhunned by all your acquaint- 
ance, though at prefent it is only in 

G 2 
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your ow]> faqcy that ypu are, fo. Re- 
coUedl yourfelf in time, re-aflbiQe yoor 
cheerfulnefs^ aififl me in taking care^ of 
this fweet cbildf inXieadt)f bqng angry 
,at the attention I ihew Jber ; an4 be af- 
fared that we feel jan equal a^e&ion 
towards you both, though w^ do not 
^ think it proper to treat ypuj my dear 
Rofc, as we do a baby of two years old." 
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•< What an imldckyboy lam!'^ fiidP^ 
Edmbnd; ronnitig - towards ^ his papa^' 
whom he hiicF Wen fcekiiig over aM tlic?' 
boafe and gardens. ^ Mj ^Qdmatiima 
has cfbimged lier ihifid about going to^ 
my uocleV» and, iniftead of takkij^ tfte^ 
«ilb ber to Ijpfka a Airtnigbt d^ln^ 
h&akj^hcn I bad fet fbyKJUrfilj^tfi' 
I muft cdtifenr iriyfelf al liMi^^ H^ 
fays, and wait f6r a|fo(lier <6j|^|^«nky0 
£my thing gMs wrong Wiil^ MeU^it 
inrbat lafi weekllilit thb pigs gM into 
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my little garden, and defiroyed erery 
thing in it.** 

** Stop ! ftop V^ interrupted his papa, 
•* aod^ before ybu complain of your 
evil deftiny, recoiled, that if you had 
not heard the pigs ia jxaor garden, and 
ran in hade to drive them out of it, you 
vrotJd not have feen your little t^rotber^ 
w1ku9 you feizcdby tbe surni on the 
"HfSj €^gfi ^ the ffixdy spul wlif>^ hx 
a^^t^ nrai^At^ wou14 probabljf bave^ 
ftfloa i»toi i|^ .^Hdi (WopWih«W bectt 
drwwf4 Ifw^fet-^ ^W pf thfif I^Uy ,ha A 

Ub||c hc»f(K at.:w1wrt ih)w app«i$H-s 4o ypii 

1 HisTpa^a'^wordd. were Toon verified X 
im: tiid m^f<{ tban; tdn jdays had Dhijpcfedr 



after, this *converfatioi>^ when they rc^ 
ceived a letter, which filled them with 
tlie fevereft afFli(5lio», A fervant be- 
longing to his uncle had caught a dread- 
ful putrid fore throat and feveri of 
which he died almoft iaimediately, and 

# 

which had infe^.ed thi&Avhole family. 
J^Qipfid. Jieard with thci utmoft grief^ 
that cue of hia coofizis: was no more, 
ap^ ih»t the alhtc Uy in fo dangerous 
a QAta, that bia Ufe was defpaitedof4 
aodbcidid not Aiil tao&riua unfetgned 
thanks to God for having preferved him 
froib the danger to which he would 
kive been expofed^ if his grandmamma 
had not fuddenly changed her intention 
of going to his uncle's : ^he'^detcniiiied 
alfo^ that he* would nerer^ in futtire^ 
complain of any trifling dUkffKM^ 

64 
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mcnte hb might chirnce to meet wHh^ or 
find faulty as ^>e* had too often done^ 
with the arrangeAieritS'of Providence; 
but conclude, that, however ekiraordi- 
nary many ibiftgs might appear to him, 
being ordered by Him \^bo knows beft 
what is fit for us, they muft, Ibme way 
or other, fdoner or later, ti>rn to our 
advantage and bappineis. 

Edinodd, in the;k>ng walkfi^' be took 
with- his papa, often met with ^lings^ 
whkh appeared to him very dtang^i 
9nd ^biehi (wHwit'hftaoding \\m nTohi^ 
{iotk: he \\f^(X ma4e, and the f uki herbad 
laid,4ftW?>^yejr i^tlind fa^^) ¥Pj(d^ hiiS^ 
ttH>9gi?tfpV(i^0dwiib to know, ^vbyi they. 
ty«ffc;Q|«mi€ited.: ^ : - c. ) 

rAniloW oifttt^ ; vrho was.;utiiter(anyi 
cAf^i^Ai&D ^he:>iil»ge^ had been in- 






volved in perplp^ity and trouble, as U 
ai^ared to him, very upju^Iy; , He 
wi|$ tenaat to a rich mf n, and had beep 
loog;and comfortably iett|ed m^ pco;- 
fperous w^y in a little farnp, ^^^j^ich .1^ 
in a fcTtU^ and : beautiful yiiltey hfilQQg- 

ing to bisilargefofta^e* » : . ! r.f 

Tlie jiqb mkn wMSi jburdrhearted and 

rev^i^CuVdnd, takii^s^jdiAikc itop 

ald;D^l5(i9^ onfcnte Iffy trifliRgoccrtfifta, 
;had Jrtrtiii^ J){fn out pf |h^Jar« ali,fi> 

ih^Mita ^mice.rJ^ftt ^ h?|d h#.%^^ 

Didter voj. ;lfc ^1*1 a gf«at;4c«l Qf;tj5i?tt- 



fhe cxpenfc and lofi of time ; and Ed- 
monds who never went into the village 
witliout paying him a Vifit/^ftd loved 
to chat with him and his old diaine^ 
iicver htfard them talk of it' without 
flliilkingit was^ at leaft, apUy that he 
had met with fo great a misfortune. 

The wintet' was very fevere, the ihow 
fell £vft> it wasr doepy ^nd lay ^ery long 
on the gtoupd. Davk waa obliged to 
take his cattlt in from the fields^ and 
"ifced them entirely on hay ; Wa poultry 
required the lutmoft care and attention^ 
and every thing in his garden was in 
^nger of pei^fliing. ^ This is a fad 
winter foir poor old Davis^** iatd £d- 
mood to his p^pa ; ^' I aim afraid it will 
put hntk ianothet year behindha^nd ; 
I wiih he had not been driven from that 
flpuriibing farm in the valley/' 



^•I^wiffc (b too/' r^lWd his papsi, 
^' if it ' ififould hdve beien more for bif 
good ta have remained tbere-^^bpt Gdd 
knowsbfeftP- - • 

- The i]^riag i^tunied, the fnow noeltedy 
torrelftft of watev fcil firom the blUfr'^ 

the brooks fwelled^ and o^^erflowed the 
me$^ow$^-i^reiy fi^nQ VM9) inuiidated t 
^he farmiii Ih^ tfttley w^ enlfh^lf de^ 
iftrojred, and all the cattFc tvith'wtxi^h 
the rich man had ftocked ittrdre drovrn- 
cd. Baris, on his HI!/ had'*felt'the 
lhaiT[mcrs and bkingfroffiWf^Wirite^'; *h* 
bad h^d the Wind f'dafi ^^dd'tte^ ri/Ok 

bc^ againil |]fi9 <^j^rn«tftt'4)ill^whiN^ 
the fnow metled^ be felr fad' ill ifk&B 
from it, but turned cmt his cattle, which 
he bad IHeltered whilft it lay on the 
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gf^mid^ ft) 'd»& on Ihf freik J?c|bage 
wlncfa;ha4J9Aeoprefe]^ed Udder it« . 
; 'f I piMxmft 09w/' iaiA JEdmicMMj, 

'' that I have been once mOfQ'poifil^eQj 
^ jtb?t^ intleafl , i^f : ihipki^i^skyih an 
ob^IoC pityr I: iliMld Ii90k':upQll bifp 

M:;a' iertUfuUc [xmn^ .11 vbe/btd! f6- 
ninioddi in : ihcr yiidk^, ; bb wbs^ ! pcch 
IKKty;[ii«)uJ4 |»ye rbflW 4e<iriP)w4^ l a»d 
1^^ wpuld bavp bc^n^ii) beggsu::: .nowr bf 
^^^^li,J^t to b^^^jihly aftentiFc4q:bw h^ 

ffin^i>fni»sifpm>^al i:k€ will tlH^rjff 
J4>A aft wqUt^s h^ ij^aa, andbc fi^gtii^ ^js 
1% 4iaTj9.becii:witliput a npoffel of^^rqid; 
lOTr* iftiUIng to jMircbftfe «ew / j :? 

* » ' i, * ' i ■ ' r . r •■ r 
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GHOST AND, THE DOMINOS. 



- • . . . • • 

Sophy Ben fan, when ihc was only 
eleven ycar^ old, could write, read, dra>v, 
andpl^y on the piano-forte, better than 
^ny little girl of l^cr age in th^ whplq 

neighbourhood ; ibe jwfas, io^jediei)^ tq 

"'* ^^ ■ ■ ■ ■■$ 

her pap^ mid n^amm^,.. affeil^i^ tq 
her brothers and lifters,, ^ad would do 
?nynt}JWg.to qbli^; her, ^ricn^s, e^^pt 
gf>ip|,;up, jft^irs affer night, /jla^ingjf^ 
the^ajrdk^j?lQfie a mopjcnt after th? 
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duik of the evening, or going to bed 
before her lifter. On thefe points, 
though Ihe really wifhed to Ihew a rea- 
dinefs to do as fke was deiired, and 
had often attempted to do fo, flie never 
had been able to find refolution fuffi^ 
cient to carry her through with it ; for 
ihe had heard of ghofls, giants, fairies, 
and monfters of divers kinds, and was 
never an inftant alon^ in the dark, 
without expedling to fee one or the 

other; concluding, it rauft t^ ima- 

» 

gined, that it was cuftoniary with thofe 
gentlemen and ladies to pay fheirvifits, 
each With a wax taper in then: hands,' \o 
fcxbibit their perfcns by. 

Sophy had a brother, a good-naluted 
fcoy/ ' c>ne' year ' you nger tha b hirfet^ 
whom Ihe'alway^ contrived to get to aci- 



company her when ihe bad any thing 
to fetch fvom Iter chamber after night; 
but unfbdanaitely^ ' ihe bad repeated fi> 
many terrible fiones to him {to fhetf 
that fhe was not i&aid without realbn), 
that poor. Harry ibon became almofi: aa 
great a cdward as^is lifter^; and they 
found> that whenever they had OQcAdon 
to go out of the parlour after candle- 
lights it was neceiTary to procure a third 
perfon . to be of their party, for they no 
longec thought themfelres in iafety to- 
gether. L. . . \ • . " 

It 'fiifty be f bought a fortunate cip. 
cumflance^ thkt the infedlioti did not 
fprea4» or Ihe ^^hole family would foon 
hav^ been obliged to move in a 'body ; 
l>ut thei'e>tvras littld danger of any thing 
fo ridiafloa^: it was, on the contrary. 
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nukh toibi wondered 0U thf^t^ (enlible 
girl^ like Sophy Benftm; . ihould baft 
been cafpable of ^ach d^ wcakaefs^' and 
That Hid inwei gdve herielf Ume to rer* 
lle^i thsit there could not be the final I f 
ttft ibaiidation fbr tbe .£lly ' feats witb 
which (he: had filled hcr'head. » . j. 
i Rcrmamma had taken a great. deal 
of pains to-etKJehvouT tocolivince her 
^f ih^ fdWy of indulging herialf in fucb 
Yidic^ldUs fancies^ bul it tvas tomo par- 
pcttb*.! ^her dmagiiiatian. . was xodthsoaii^ 
making her fee ftrangc lights, and bcai 
eitraOrdiiBmy Doi(bsr;(i(pd tboqgh ilie 
jflocpofCcd fherfeM t^ th? ri^i^i^je . and 
img^p >of hetf /ajdcfr bMh^r^ a^ fit 
id*^ fwiien hetrrgiant proved Mf tfep ,a 
jreeV and her clifzi)faV>g?0Pi^.4oj^;f)(jp^p 
rfroci^d bylhe noifc at a' do«;Oi:lLiYillr 
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t 

<k)vv-ihuttcr on a (lormy night ; flill 
Ihe tvcnt on in the fame way, and had 
made poor little Harry as foolifh a^ 
hcrfelf. 

Whenever {he was alone, cither in 
the houfe or garden, a moment later 

r 

than (he liked to be, her heart immedi*- 
ately began to beat, and ihe flew llkcf 
Kghtnmg^to fcek prbtcftroh ; her hind«^ 
daiped, her elbows fqueezed cfofe to- 
her fides, and her head hung down--^' 
and in this Way, every ot>je6t flic glahced^ 
her eyes upon appeared to her fancy 
fomething extraordinary: had i^e but 
fummoned refolution to take a fecond 
look, file muft have laughed at her owrt 
foHy. ' . ' 

One evening (he came fcreaming into^ 
the parlour, and affured her mamma 
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that fhe had bad the greatdl HifEculty 
to efcape from a, hideous creature, who, 
with outfpread arms, was on the point 
of feizing her, and begged the door 
might be locked immediately. Her 
mammai and her brothers and fillers, 
laughed immoderately at her ftrange 
ilory, wfatcb morliiied her extremely ; 
but thqr could tiqt prevail on herta 
Jhw) t];iepi where ihc hftd iec^ the terri« 
ble crqiture : fhe could^ boweyer, tell 
them the exa6l ^po^ though^ Qxe endea^ 
voured to dlfluade thi^m from, venturing 
to go to it ; but fhe could not prevail 
on any of them to be frightened, and 
they focm difcoyered the monfter, with 
its outfpread arms, to be nothing more 
than the horfe on which the fervant had 
been beating her papa^s coat. 
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On? evening, when the moon iEone 
bright and fine, and &>phy and Harry 
bad a very great delire to fetch a 
bpx of dominos which was in the nur^ 
fory, ami which they well knew they 
flriaild not hbve, unlcrs they went them^ 
felves to fetch it, after- fitting half am 
Hdor^ wi^^ting and endealYonring ta 
a^iM fdfHttiefit courage for ifo great aa^ 
undertaking they ab length dttenhined 
togo^ for they wwe t^ed of lumiif QON 
thing t^aiflkulb themfelvea wi1|i, aiid 
bad ^flillta ioUg winter evening hefore 
themV' ' 

docking through fear, and holding 
A hft'm they poiRhly could by each 
othe^A kandj they afcended the ftairs, 
gotJintd ^:paffage which led to. the 
fturferyf an^'^verejuft going to opew 
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the door, when Sophy recollciSlcd, that 
if Harry was feen by her ibaid, (he 
ihottld be findy laughed at^ and alked 
if ihe dared not venture to :take ailep 
without having hitu to prbted her ; flie 
ihercfoite^ hcggcd he would i\rait ktibe 
door Wfailitfke went into Ihe Durfcry to 
fetch the dominos; but Hq[rry would 
not hear of fuch a thingy add fatd he 
irould not ftay in. the pafiagc jrioneon 
Mqraccbuoa whatevciu 

Sophy was ib defitoua of appearing 
courageous to her maidy tbirt ihe tried 
every means fhe could think of to en- 
gage Harry to wait for her ^ told hiipi 0ie 
would not be a moment, that tl^ moon 
01006 as brirgbt as day-^bjiit all waa to 
BO purpbfe, tin by promiiing to ^vc 
him her little box of colourSj and her 
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ivoTy Qop i£lnd%all^ (tie at* lenglji prev 
vailed upotn^ Mm ta coBii^tit. 
~ 'Sheiv^iiilkedi^to'the mniopy wbb ad 
air of iinocniceni'aQd beddtoefs hot at alt 
jorfioklte hci^;lbot.^t ivasiqufteldft^ £ir 
Mary was tuk tfabre^ sgid ihe kAcwaot 
lioisr to itsmure' ib fot: as a ctpl^t at^tbe 
otber ehd^ %' I to take out the box of 
dominos^ but was <m t|ic pbfnt of calU 
Ifig Harrf to coatie to Iter, i»^kea tj^ibk- 
isig tbe^nilid might be in thd next room, 
ib&wiilvk]^ if^poffible, to^ikvi Hcrdre^ 
dit«\ . Witb tiiembltng .^ps ihb ad- 
y^niif^. towafds, ^9 ^ clolet; . reached it 
wi^b^ a»y /^rW^/p ;4ir^i/(r»/^.and liav- 
^%; ^P^i^d tbtf^iiloor;; began to. gn>|)e 

abo^t fOTrtN bpK.sit t^a* Biiithei! on 

> 
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^^affiiig her band along the tfakd^ kleU 
upon fometbing cokkr Ihan Aqnc. 

Afrfttd of faetng^ lauglhed at, ihe de- 
tentttded not to fsxcam, but mSi the 
tibnoft expedition quitted the nuk&ryy 
nvithoiit thii&tng. of the domioos^ and 
went to join her bcodier; but ibebad 
no foawst reached the palSage; than ihe 
ihw (too pifioiy Ae iaw it tt> beKore St 
to be ibe 4fie(5^ of fear)i a figi«re dileffed 
ie lodig white robJe$> having one am 
extended towards her, entirdy corered 
^Ub blacky and^ iii a low^ tmnulous 
toice, itt3alled«<fio|dh^, Suphy^ Sophy.** 

7hEB wa^ 4he »oii dda^i^t^g and ter- 
sible adtentm^iffae bad eter met with ; 
and if ike bad ebminabd enough over 
lidfelf not to iciieaftaHvbii]l (he touched 
the unaccountable cold thing in the 



dofat> ^InJMir could ihew iioibdhfot- 
thadei; but finking on Aie flbor, for 
her kaedb cckild ik> longer fiipport her 
^igbt^ Oeicfebiaed fa kmd^^ that the 
fM)or ghoA, who iiad been as much ter- 
rified as hetfelf^ ^ throwing afide his 
white robes, ran towat ds her for pio^ 
ti^ion, crying^ ^^Sophy^ JBbphjrl my 
dear Sophy ! js it you ?«-Oh d^r i t 
thought it WM aU over With me ; I havnb ^ 
been altnoft fmothered^^neb^ycAr left mie, 
iPtqd really thought 1 was going to tie 

Mary^ who heaid il^^ ibiAle^i now 
madorher^lMafanGe wHbdiKght, i^nd^ 
perceiviing what bad haip||ui8d,DtteQliBife 
extrefm^y angryi adtingii^iwii'^^ltba^ 
imagined flie had tioth^iig t6>do tetlH 
itndii tiaieir linen, to tia^e it pu|l^ atoot 



ibft 4irt>^ f afliige.: " And here Js niy 
M^c}( (Alkc; bandk^rhiefJ"i:jdxQlafantxi 
fh^ »j^ yiW^nit regorft-f Did i walh it 

Ifflur '^gi,;.«wft«tf}H;ifryi? :Pray f look 
j|(tpi|t^;pqi^iti69;7XHi!hftirc ijaadcit in/' / 

V ; Htinij^jhfck^qKii-emeJjiboJifbs when 
}ie!dj^ifevQt@Lat)ai)thdiOfiIy jdahget with 

^iclt l)«^ ^ikA ; jg^ern ; iritoaccd>J : \Va$ that 

j^tbtvw^i(i^^b*7/ Tbcf^tnifli T^teiithat^ 
when his Hfter left him^ h^ .was ib^niuch 
wfrmd^'riflUingitalonie, ' that /ihppgh 1 he 
} toge^ igrl tJialtoknos^ an(|< ^ibe 4n]p»^and 
laHril9oUe(fibm|^r.hd);vJate^r^}^g^^ mm]^ 
^i)^haa)f^rif;e.£>c tlsorn^- aiiBiafanoft 
«f pooled} oft hiar ptiotoiifb. : i Williiig, how r 
jcwfi^ ta ga^nitb^ two /thti3g3:i«5 Jnoft 
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trrihed for^ he detennined to bear the 
loiiely lituation he was left in^ but fan* 
cied if be could get away from the door» 
and place his back againfl the wall^ he 
ihould be much iafer, and moie out of 
the way of danger. 

Endeav^puring by thefe means to {e^ 
cure himfelf, and fhutling hiseyes^ that 
he might not fee any thing difagreeable 
by the light of the diocn, whofe beams 
fcfle<5led different objedls along the wall, 
he unfortunately ftepped iipon the end 
6f a line, on which Mary had bung ta 
dry the whole labour of the day, and 
haying entangled his (<^t in it, by fomc 
means or other gave it fifch a jerk, that 
the nail fprung out, and in an inftant 
poor Harry was half fmothered under 
the weight of a quantity of wet linen^ 

H 
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which he concluded (agreeably to the 
wonderful and furpriling hiilories hi» 
iifier had recounted to him) could be 
nothing le& than fome giant^ who was 
going to bury him alive. 

When Mary vifited the clofet^ her 
anger rofe to a prodigious . pitch ; for 
Sophy, in groping about for her box of 
dominos, had not only dirtied her fin- 
gers and hands, but had left the marks 
of them on Mary's new-waflied caps 
and handkerchiefs, which fhe had put 
afide on a plate, till ihe could find time 
to iron them. 

- The whole flory was repeated in the 
parlour, and the evening fpeiit in mirth 
at the expenfe of the cowards. 
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Paulina going to fpend the afternoon 
\^ith her little couiins^ arrived at their 
door at the very inftant that they were 
dragging out a poor little dog, once fo 
great a favourite, that it was fed with 
every kind of nicety, and repofed, when 
it was inclined to fleep, on a beautiful 
lilk cufliion. 

" What are you going to do with poor 
Fido?*' inquired Paulina. - 

" Oh, the nafty thing !" replied her 
coufin Emily. " Pray look how ugly it 

HZ 
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is grown — I would not keep it in the 
houfe on any account — I am going to 
give it to thofe boys you fee at the gate : 
1 do not care what they do with it : my 
brother Charles has given me a moil 
beautiful little cvesiiuv^ — come in^ and 
1 will fliew it to you.'* 

*'Stop, fl<?p, fpr^jity's fakcl" cpt- 
claimed Paqlipa. ^* Pray do not give 
poor Fido to thofe boyp,, to be worried 
and tonnented to death ; let me have 

/ 

him ; I will carry him home tq nay hof- 
pital, and will take care qf him a)s long 
as he lives." 

Fido had unfortunately ftrolkd. into 
the kitchen (where certainly neither 
young ladies nor their dogs can have 
any bufinefs)> ^hen the cook was very 
buiy in getting ready for dinner and (I 
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lio^ wifh<nit intending fuch a piece of 
cruelly) fhfc had tlirotvn a quantity of 
1>oilrng water over the poor little crca* 
Bute's head and baok, aiKJ Tcalded him 
in fo terrible a manner, tbat no one 
iboi;^ht he could have lived through 
Ibe day. 

Emily was fo angrjr vvith the cook^ 
^nd fhed ib many tears when ihe beheld 
tiie < agony of her favotirlte, that onb 
would ha V6 thought fhe had the 1fe)eft 
heart in the worlds and that ihe had a 
very gteat regard for it; but as foon 
as it wais r^overed, and ihe faw it 
had loft onie eye, and that all the iide 
of its head, and itis whole back, was 
without hair, ihe could not bear the 

X 

fight of it : it was turned out of the 
patioijr, and kicked about by every 

«3 



I 



150 FIDO. 

V 

body, glad to pick up any bone It could 
meet with, and to deep in a corner on 
ilraw, inftead of the iilk cufhion it had 
been accuftomed to; and, at length, 

had not Paulina arrived in time to fave 

« 

it, would have been given to half a do- 
zen unfeeling boys^ who would foon 
have deftroyed it 

Paulina was very little pleafed with 
her eoufin Emily on this occaiipQ, for 
her own difpoiition was yery dlfierent : 
ihe was fo humane, fo > kind to every 
body and every creature in diftrefsi 
that ihe was beloved by all who knew 
her;. ihe had quite a little hofplta\ of 
fick and lame animals and birds : a dog^ 
which had had its leg broken by being 
caught in a gin ; a cat with one ear, the 
other haying been bitten off by a large 
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mafiifT; and a blind fquirrel : (he had 
a little goldfinch in a cage, which had 
had its wings torn off by a cat, and as 
it could no longer fly down from its 
perch to drink, and return when it 
liked, ihe bad contrived a little ladder, 
.on which it could bop up and down 
without any difficulty; a blackbird, 
almoft frozen to death, which ihe had 
picked up in the fnow, biit which ne« 
ver rjecoyered.tbe ufe of one of its legs, 
fung very merrily, however, in its cage, 
for it was well fed and taken care of ; 
and one or two blind cocks, which (he 
had bought from boys who had been 
fighting thetn,.ani were going to throw 
at them, by way of fimjhing the fun (as 
they^ called it) ; and feveral lame hens, 
become fo by fome accident or other, 

H4 
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lived comfortably in her little poultry- 
yard, for fhe took care to feed all heir 
penfioners herfclf, and never trufied the 
care of them to any other perTon. 

Paulina had great pleafure in pro- 
curing every comfort (he could for her 
poor animals ; and her papa and mam^^ 
ma, to encourage her kind and humane 
•di/pofition, increafed her pocket-money, 
that ihe might be able to purchafe bar- 
ley for her. poultry^ and ^ed for her 
birds : her brothers alio, who were at 
fchool, often fent her prefents for that 
purpofe. As ihe grew up, her huma- 
nity was (hewn to her fellow-creatures 
in difirefsy as much as it had been in 
her childhood to the dumb creation ; and 
ds Grod had given her the means of doing 
good, fhe freely indulged herfclf in adls 



of kindnefs, for which ihe received a 
thoufand thanks and bleilings where- 
ever ihe appeai^ed t flie was beloved 
by all her neighbours, both poor and 
rich, every thing profpered with iter, 
and ihe was happy and contented, as 
ihe deferved to be. 
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REWARD OF BENEVOLENCE. , 



Mrs. Clifford being particularly fatif- 
fied with the attention her three chil* 
dren, Alfred, Robert, and Helen, had 
for fome time pad paid to their leflbns, 
and to the inflrudtions of their mafters, 
told them (he would treat them with a 
charming walk in the woods on the op* 
polite fide of the river; and that if 
they would carry fome bread or bifcuits 
with them, Ihe thought they Ihould 
have no difficulty in finding a houie 
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where they might procure fome milk, 
and inflead of returning, home to drink 
tea^ ihe would fpend the whole after- 
noon and evening in rambling about 
with them* 

This was charmittg news for the young 
folks, who took care not to give her the 
trouble of waiting for them, for they 
were allthree ready at leaft half an hour 
before the time Ihe had appointed for 
their departure, which they looked for- 
ward to with the utmoft impatience ; 
and the moment Mrs. CllfFord joined 
them in . the hall, away they all went, 
with joyful hearts and cheerful faces, 
through the field, and down the long 
lane, which led to the ferry. 

"This. is vfcry pleafarit, mamma," 
faid Alfred} <* I think I" fhould never 

h6 
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he tired of vralkiDg in the fields and 
woods ; yet I muft own . I do long for 
winter, that we may purchafe the magic 
lantern we are to have. I think, with 
the guinea grandpapa has given each of 
U89 and what we had before in our little 
purfes, we fhall be able to have a very 
laige one.*' 

" Oh dear I" exclaimed Helen, " how 
delightful it will be to be able to fee it 
as often as we pleafe, and to fhew it to 
our friends ; and, mamma^ do you know 
that Robert is to be the perfon who 
Ihews it, for he fays he can talk juft 
like the man who came to our houie lail 
year." 

" So I can,** anfwered Robert ; ^* and 
I wifh it was bought, that you might 
hear what a long fiory X ihall tell you 
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about the fun and the tncbn, and the 
King of Pruffia and his huflan/and 
the cat and the cook! I wouki rather 
liave a magic lantern, ^n a^y thing in 
the whcdc world I" 

Chatting in this mann^, and ^mufing 
themfelves by looking dt different ob- 
r-je^Sts as they paiTed along^ they found 
themfelves at the ferry before they ex- 
pelled it; and the boat being juft ready 
4o put off, they fiepped into it, and 
feated themielres with feveral others^ 
who were going oyer to the other iide 
df the river. 

Their attention was very foon drawn 
to a poor woman. Who, with s^n infant 
on herl^nee, and a little girl and boy 
by her iidei whom £kc fnequently kk&d 
and ppefied to her ho&Wy wept as if 
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her heart was hreakiDg. As foon as 
they, were landed, Mrs. ClifTord flop- 
ped the woman, kindly ioquired into 
thecaufe of her diflre&, and was im- 
mediately informed by her, that ihe had 
lately, loft her huflband, who, having 
been long in an ill flate of health, 
and unable to work, hjad .left her in- 
cumbered with feveral debts, which 
fhe had not the means of paying ; and 
that though fhe laboured very bard> 
and had difcharged fome of the fmall 
ones, a hard-hearted man, to whom 
fhe owed fix guineas, declaring he 
would not. wait a day longer, had that 
morning ieized upon her furniture^ and 
all her little prot)erty, determined, as 
he faid, to have Ma money before fix 
oWpck, Dt to turn her and her children 
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out to deep in the high road^ 01; where 

they thought fit. 

She had been, flie told Mrs. Clifford, 
to an uncle of her hufband's, who lived 
at the market-town, begging him to 
take pity upon her and her innocent 
children : " but. Madam," added Ihe, 
** he was deaf to my entreaties, and 
turned me from his door, and I am now 
going home to fee all my things taken 
from me ; and what will become of us 
this night, God alone can tell !*' 

Mrs. Clifford was extremely affe<^ed 
by this melancholy tale, and walked 
with the poor unhappy woman to her 
cottage, where they really found two 
ill-looking men taking down the bed, 
and packing up the furniture. The 
poor creature began to^yvring her hands 
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and cry bitterly, and the childrcrt, 
though they did not underftand what 
the fiien were going to do, clung to their 
mother, and wouM not move from her 
fide. 

Alfred, Robert, and Helen were, 
however, old enough to underftand p«r- 
fc6lly well the diftrefs of the poor wo- 
man, and the mifery and wretchedncfs 
to which fhe and her helplefs children 
were eiepofed ; and, fortunately for her, 
their tender and compaflionatc hearts 
imniiediately prompted them to endea- 
vour to relieve her. The pleafure they 
had promifed thenjfelves in purchafing 
a magic lantern, and in being in pof- 
feffion of fuch an amufement fc^r the 
long evenings of the approaching win- 
ter^ appeared to them very trifling in 

4- 
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comparifon to the delight of fnatching 
this poor family out of the hftnds of the 
unfeeling wretched tbcy had to deal 
mihi and leading their mamma into 
the little garden, earneftly eptreated h^ 
to take the three guineas their grand* 
|)apa had given ' them, as well as thfc 
contents of their little purfes, and em^ 
ploy the whole to relicrc the poor wo- 
man, and begged her in the moft prelP- 
^ng manner to liiake up the deficiency. 
'■ Mrs. Clifford preflfed them tenderly 
to her heart, expreffing the greateft fa- 
tisfadlion— at the tefolution they had 
taken, and alTuring them ihe would 
make up the fum wit^ the greateft plea- 
lure, and that the proof they now gave 
of their feeling and humanity made them 

dearer to her thaWever; adding, that 
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ihe was certain Ibur-and-twenty hour& 
would not pafe before they would be 
rewarded fot their goodnefs^ 

The men were immediately Aopped> 
the debt difcharged^ and the furniture 
replaced in proper order : the poor wo* 
man knew not how t9 exprefi her joy 
and her gratitude; fhe fcarcely knew 
what ihe was doing, but at length re> 
colIe(£Hng herfelf, entreated Mrs. Clif* 
ford ^nd her chUdren to be icz^tcd, and 
accept of fuch refrefhment as ihe had 
to offer thcm» Her little table was foon 
covered with a cloth as white as fnow i 
and freih milk, eggs, butter^ and a 
nice brown loaf were (ct before thecUj 
of which they partook with great fatis- 

They did not quit this little famUy 
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till a late hour^ and could talk of no- 
thing on their way home but the plea* 
fure they felt in the refledSVion of hav- 
ing left them {o happy ; of how they 
had been delighted when they ikw the 
two hard-hearted mcfn walk out of the 
cottage, and how differently the; poor 
woman and her children w'oiikl pafithe 
inight, tb what they might have ex«- 
pedHsd. Alfred faidy the' good action 
they had done that afternoon' would be 
the plea&Dteft they could h^ve to talk 
of in the winter evenings } and Robert 
vrHQ of opinion, tlwt a vilit now and 
then to the cottage (which their mamnla 
bad promifed them)^ would afford prct« 
tiei: fiories for him to repeat, than atiy 
thing he could tell of the King of Pruffia 
or his huffars* As for Helen^ ihe de-> 
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clared that her heart was (6 light, and 
ihe felt heffelf fo happy and joyful, that 
flie €<Hild almoft jump over th6 moon. 
They retired to reft in this pleafant 
difpoiitioni afnd told ihtit mamma the 
next mtonifsg) that they had never be^n 
ib happy in their lives ; diat they went 
to bed, thinking on thfe good they bad 
4one^ ahd^ after thjinUhg 06dj who 
ihad given them (he nleana of do^ 
4t, they had immediately faliefi into a * 
iwcet lleep ; that the tnotoent they 
awok^, they had found thetnfelvefi in 
the fame happy humour, pleafed with 
themielves, and with every body they 
iaw; and wire very well convinced that 
the ma^c lantern could never have pro- 
cured them oiie quHrter 6f tbe pleaitite 
wfeictet|?ey;«iow, feU» and whidi would 
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be renewed every time they vifited the 
poor woman at the cottage, and when- 
ever they recolledled her ftory. 

" I told you, my children," faid Mrs. 
Clifford, ^* that four-and-twenty hours 
would not pafs before you would be 
rewarded; and you mufl now, I am 
certain, be well convinced, that the 
beart-fclt pl^afui;^ ^^r^ijg frtwii the rc- 
fle^qp of A;&ch ad ^ o( kindoeft aiui 
l^ndvolence to a fellow^^roatute in dif- 
trc^t 16 th^ gfealefi: md ra6(t {olid re^ 
ward that cQuld ppfJibly have been he* 
flpvi^ed upon ypu, fir fuperior toj and 

to 

mor^ )afiit)g than any fatidfitS^ion yx)u 
could have prpcured by laying out your 
money in any other way." 
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Mrs. Franklin, a widow lady of very 
confiderable fortune^ inhabited an ele- 
gant houic on Richmond Hill^ kept a 
number of ifervants^ and had the moil 
fplendid equipage in the whole neigh- 
bourhood. She had an only daughter^ 
to wbom fhe was fondly indulgent, and 
on whom fhe determined to beftow the 
bell education that could poilibly be 
procured for her, let the expenfe be 
what it would. 5 
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Jemima was a very amiable child; 
and if (he had been fo fortunate as to 
have been placed under the care of any 
one a little more difpofed than her mo- 
ther was to combat her fancies and want 
of refolution, ihe would not have had 
to regret the immenie fums fquandered 
upon her to no kind of purpofe, nor to 
wi(h (he could recall (as (he often vainly 
did) the time ihe had trifled away ia 
doing nothing* 

It muft appear very extraordinary that 
this ihould have been the unhappy fate of 
a little girl^ who wiihed fb much to profit 
by the inftrudtion procured, for her, and 
had the greatefl: defire to be an accom- 
pliflied woman ; btjit Jemima wiihed to 
be accoai{4ifhed^ without having. t)i/?/ 
trouble of making h^t(c\£ (o^ f^^d/pof^, 



feifed neither ihe. refotktkm not perfovji' 
^ance fo abfolutely neceiTary to the at- 
tainment of the perfedion ihe aimed at. 

She began every thing with eagerncfii 
and alacrity ; but the moft trifling diffi- 
culty which came in her way put a to- 
tal fiop to her progrefs^ and ihe iinme* 
dlately perfuaded hssf^i that it was ngt 
poffible Ihe ever ihoUld be able to fur- 
mount them. 

She had from her infancy been ex« 
tremely fond of drawing, and defiriog 
to be inftruifted in that agreeable art, 
one of the firft makers was procured 
for her: (he had ki a very ^tt 
time fucceeded in copying, with tolera- 
ble <:orre<ftnefe, the firft tinngs he gave 
her to do ; and the greateft hopes were 
cntortaintd of her making a grtat ^o- 
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£dency ia what fhe appeared to prefer 
to every other amufenient. The inafier 
Ti6w gave her fpme olher drawings to 
copy, which required a little more at- 
tention and ftudy, and flie began to 
find, difficulties in her -way, which Ihc 
had not forcfeen : fhe tried them t Wice 
-*-they were pretty well, but not per- 
'fc<St; a fewfailts^^ftill reniained, which 
her mailer pointed out to her. Jemima 
concluded fhe ne'oer fhould do them 
lietter ; and as- he> CnMed that fhe could 
inot proccisdv , till fhe had madb herfclf 
mifirefs of. thfetrifies he "objected to, (he 
detfermiocd to give tip all thoughts pf 
drawing figure, and apply Kerfelf en* 
tirely to landfcape. ' 

<' She $vas^ ddligbted with this new dm* 
ployto^nt; her mailer had thefweeteft 
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drawings lof trees^^cotta^Si and rivers, 
that iiad ever been fbe» ! She ihould 
«]evcr be tired of copying fucfa prettjr 
Ibings^ and ihe was iSiffe (he Ihauld not 
meet w^h half the difficulties which 
5fere to be found in drawing .figure. 

She made outUoea of federal ixxt^ 
and bad fhe but been f)oflef{ed of pa?* 
feverance enough to have perfedled 
ber&lf in that part, before ihe attempted 
to go ferther, all would hare bfoeo eaijr 
and pleafant ; but Jemioia know no- 
thing of perfcfvemnce or patieni^^ and 
tnfiftod on having a fini&ed iandicape 
to do diredtly ; and the mailer^ to fhew 
her how incapable ihe was of executing 
iuch a thing, indulged her in her fancy: 
but when h)e eiideaivoured to expkin to 
her the nature of perfpei^i^i light attd 



ihadow, and feveral otber rules ne* 
Gcflkiy for ber to underfiand, Jemima 
dropped ihe pencil from her fingers. 
She had ^ot perfedly comprehended 
his meaning, and wanted -r^olut ion to 
queftion him, and endeavour to taakt 
St dearer, and once more concluded (he 
never fhcMiId be able to make any thing 
of it, and that it would be much more 
prudent to turn to fome other purfuit. 

Accordingly the drawing-mafler was 
difinii&d ; and all the money her mamma 
bad paid him for his attendance, for 
quantities of paper, pencils, chalk, and 
(which was of much more confequence^ 
and which no fum could recall) the lofs 
of her own precious time, were thrown 
away to hp.purpofe. But Jemima did 
not mean to flop here; fhe fhoulddo 

I z 
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very well without drawing, fhe faid, and 
fhe would give all the time fhe had in- 
tended to employ that way entirely to 
tniiiic, and had no doubt, but that by 
(he time fhe was fixteen fhe fhould be 
quite a proficient; was very forry fhe 
had fo long negle6led her piano forte, 
and requefted of her mafler that he 
would bring her fome better mufic than 
the fimple eafy lefTons fhe had been play- 
ing, aflfuring him that fhe intended to 
apply very ferioufly. But, alas ! fhe 
had no better fuccefs in this Jhan in her 
drawing; difficulties obtruded them- 
felves whatever fhe turned to, and when 
fhe quitted the piano fqr the harp, and 
from the harp jeturned to the piano, fhe 
found herfelf juft in the fame predi- 
cament. 
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The mufic was given up for the 
French and Italian languages, geogra- 
phy, and botany, all of which ended in 
the fame way : nothing was to be learnt 
without a fufficient ftock of perfeverance 
and refolution to furmount the obfla* 
cles which lay in the way; and as the 
7&itf//^. was quite enough to flop Je- 
mima's progrefs, it is not to be won- 
dered at (as fhe was allowed to have 
her own way in every thing) that at the 
age of fixteen, though what would have 
been a comfortable independence to 
many, had bqen fpent upon her educa- 
tion, that Ihe knew no one thing in the 
world. 

At twenty (he had but too much 
caufe to repent of her folly : her mo- 
ther, by lawfuits, and other unfore-^ 

13 
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fcen cvcnts> loik the greater part of her 
fortuncj and was obliged to teiiK into 
a remote part of the country ', and in 
that lonely place^ what a comfort and 
amufement would fhe have found in 
muiic or drawing, had ihe but eadlM* 
toured, when ihe had fo g^od ai» op- 
portaoity, to pcrfet!t hcrfelf kt either f 
But ihe had nothing to do, no iMans 
^ employing kerietf agreeably, b^ 
^nt her time in Ibitbring abotit tc&m 
dne window to another, tired of herfHf^ 
and tiring every body who faw her* . 
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WiUiUM wat oome lK)ine to fpcnd tlio 
bolid^ya; but be bad iourcely Ume Uk 
fpeak to his papa and mamma» hefoi^ 
b« raft out Aa Vifit his poukry^ bfe rab- 
Uit$> and bia little gafdeia i tBd from 
&eiice to tho vilkge^ to fee his narfirn^ 
and thea to the cottage of old JohOy 
who bad tiiUj^ bioEi bow to catch hifdsi^ 
make little fi;(hiag«'nfet^^ and how to 
take care of his tame rabbits. 

He found the poor old man ia the 
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utmoil grief and confternation : a re-^ 
cruiting party had come into the vil- 
lage^ and had enticed his fon away from 
him. He had cnlifted : he was gone 
from his aged father^ who had no other 
comfort in the world : he depended 
upon him for his fupport, for he was a 
flrong, hcahhy, hard-working young 
man; and John was grown old and in- 
firm, and could no long^ work to 
maintain himfelf* - 

•^ My dear young matter," faid he, 
" I am almofi broken-hearted ; a trifle 
of money would engage the fergeant to 
give him up, if I could get it before 
they take him to tbe mogifirate at the 
next town; and he, poor boy! deiires' 
no better, for they had made him drink 
more than he is accufiomed . to do, or 
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he never would have (bought of leaviug 
me : the moment he was fober he re- 
pentad of it ; but it is too late— I have 
no money, and they will foon be; gone. 
Wretched old man that I am ! what 
will become of me?" ' '; 

. <ff Pray do not grieve fo, old John/V 
feid William ; "I will return to my 
papa direiSlly, and I am very fiwre he 
will not. leave you in diftrefs. I will be 
•back again in half an hour^ fo pray be 
comforted — your fon fhall not be taken 
from you." And away be- went, fully 
intending ta do as he had faid he would ; 
bat unfortunately William was not to 
be depended upon, for he continually 
deferred to another time what ought to 
be done at the moment, and trifled 
away hours^in which he had engaged 

. ^ 5 



to render little ierriccB to Jpto^ wfab 
depended upon hi? promi&eir - 

It 18 feafcely to be ctedBtcd, that, ansc- 
ious as he appeared to relieve the poor 
old mail's diflrels^ he flioald^ before be 
got half way to his papaV bcmie^ if not 
forges the errand on which he was go- 
ing with fb much feemuig expedition, 
at lidafl fufiet a new obje6i to dcaw off 
bi^attehtion from the principal part of 
it; and that he ihooTd accept of an in- 
yitation to dine, without once recoiled 
ingi thaty unleft the bufinefs could be 
iettled immediatdy, the recraiting party 
would have left the village, and poor 

John would be abandoned tamifery and 
diftrefi. 

Meeting with two young gentlemen 
who lived in the neighbourhood, and 
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being iavitcd bjr tbem to go and dioc at 
tbeir hoxdt, their Bryant Wdft difpatcbed^ 
wbilft thej ao^fed tiliamfelTes in the 
ivoodi to aik his papa^s leave; and m 
i£ waa readily granted^ and he c£d 
iipt rdturo till erening, the recruiting 
jmrty b<id left the village many bouri 
before old Johbrhad the means fent bidi 
of procuring his ibn's diidbafge. 
, William was extreqiely grieved when^ 
be p^cetved the iad efie<St8 his ne^etS)^ 
liad occalioiiked^ th€f agonjr of the poor 
eld man, and the anger of his papa^ 
viho» after threatening to fend him im*- 
mediately back to fcbooly. took this op- 
portunity of making him recoiled): ho^ 
many times he had brought' trouble and 
diftrefs upon diflferent perfons by the 
unpardonable fault he was continually 

16 
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temmitting, through his trifling, un- 
ready difpoiition, and aiTufedhim, that 
if he fuffered fo bad a cuftom to grow 
op with him, he would be pointed out 
kia man on who/e word no one could 
place the fmalleft confidence^ and whofe 
promifes were of no value— a frivolous^ 
defpicable charader, with whom no 
worthy people would ailbciate. He 
then ordered his chaife to be got ready^ 
and went over to the market town; 
the magiflratc was his particular friend^ 
and he had the plcafUre (though not 
without fome difficulty) of freeing the 
young man, and of fending him home 
to comfort and fuppdrt his aged and 
afflidcd father.-^ 
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-pRiSciLtA loft her! motlier when (he 
Was very young: her Ya^her was in the 
BaA Indksj and ihe was taken home 
by his flflfef, Mi?iB.. Hamilton, who loved 
her for his fake, and ihewed her the 
greateft- kindneft and attention ; but hdr 
daughters, Emily and Lucy, were not 

tboth equally kind to their coufin. Lucy 
was very fond of her, but Emily was 
jealous and envious, and could not bear 
the marks of tendernefs beftowed upon 
her by her mother* 



i8i TUs^ cwjsiks. 

Frifdlla had a moft affedlionate hearty 
and would cry for hours together^ when 
ihe thought flie had done any thing to 
make her coulin angry ; which ihe ima- 
gined mufl certainly be tbb cafe (though 
ihe could not recoUedl what it could 
poffibly be)^ for it never entered into 
her bedd thift aay one could be df(- 
l^ea^d with hev^ whea ihe had done 
nothing to offend them^ and little iiil> 
peAed^ that when ihe; was prsaiied hy 
her auHt for bdr even telttper and coo- 
ftant good humour^ for heif atten^on 
to her lefibnSy and theprogrefs ibe made 
in every tlung ihe undertook to leara^ 
her kind and gentle manner towards the 
iervants^ and her charity and huouinity 
to her fellow-creatures in diflrefs: ihe 
had no idea that thofe prsdfes increafed 
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the difljlce which tiie iU-natiured Emily 
had conceived to her the moment Ihc 

came into the houfe, wbo^ infiead of 

A' , 

endeavouring ti> imitate her good qua-^ 
litics^ took eVery method in he^ power 
to cafl: a ihade over them^ and to fill 
every bne^s head with tales to bet diiV 
advantage* 

As they grew older, Emif/s diflikc^ 
ta her confin increaled every hour, as 
i£d the ami^Ie Pfifeilla's endeavonrs 
to ioAea it by every mean ibe could 
employ, and by fteking. every o^potr 
tunity of obliging her. If Emily had 
any work to do> of which fhe appeared 
tbed, Prifcilla was fure to be ready to 
finifli it for her: if fhe- wifhed for a 
nofegay, Prifcilla woald fearch over the 
whole village till IKe had procured the 
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prctticfl: and fwceteft flowers to make 
•one for her; but all was to no pur- 
pofe^-flie hated her the more for the 
trouble Ihe took to pleafe her. 

One day Mrs. Hamilton returned 
from the^town, where fhe had been to 
purchafe different things to fend to her 
lifier in Scotland;, and, amongfl: the 
refl:, a very beautiful netting-box, which 
ihe intended as a pr^ient to her, was 
fhewn to the young ladies, and greatly 
admired by all three. It was extremely 
delicate, and, after they had fufficiontly 
examined its beauty, it was placed on a 
fmall table, with pofitive orders from 
Mrs. Hamilton that it fliould not be 
touched; but returning in the event- 
ing from the houfe of a friend in the 
neighbourhoodi with whom fhe had 
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dined, and recollecSling that curiofity 
might lead fome of the fervants to open 
it, flie took it up in the paper, as it lay 
on the table, and locked it in a bookca/e. 

The following day, being bufily em- 
ployed in packing up the things (he 
had purchafed for her lifter, and think- 
ing to put fome cotton into the li(tle 
netting-box, to preferve the winders 
and dthier things from rubbing, how wad 
flie furprifed at perceiving that the lining 
was green inftead of pale pink, and that 
feveral parts of it were totally different 
jfrom that which fhe had purchafed the 
day before ! 

Lucy faid flie was very fure it was 
riot the fame box her mamma had fliewii 
to them ; Emily was of thfe fame opi- 
nion ; but Prifcilla Only Wuflied without 
faying a word. 
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^ Somebody has broken nxy box^ and 
leplaced k with adoiber Aot half fo 
pretty/' faid Mrs. Hamilton iu an an^ 
gry tone ; ^M had pofitively forbid ei** 
ther of you to touch it, and I iniifton 
knowing which of yon has done tJbd* 
siiibbief/* 

/^ lam afraid,'* faid Emily, . pretends 
big to feel extremely ^ her coufia^s 
confuiioD) *' tbiU poor Prifcilla has had 
the masfortune to break it ; and indeed^^ 
y^amma, if you will but obferve how ihe 
bluibes, and that (be has not a word ta 
lay m ber own defence, you need noi 
have any doubt of the matter." 

Frifcilla affured her aunt that fhe had 
liever touched her box after ihe had 
ibewn it to her ; Emily gave the iame 
aflUraxico yritb regard to her£blf, and 
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Lucy declared that fhe had not been in 
the room: where it was, from the time 
that her mamma went out^ till fhe re-* 
turned in the evening. 

Mrs. Hamilton, determined to know 
the truth, afked the yoiusg ladiea what 
uik they had made of the gminea they 
kad each received on ^ew year^d dsy^ 
ibying her bo« had coO: that A^m, and 
eould not have been repkced without 
an equal on6^ 

^ Here is mine/* eagerly exetaimed 
Emily, ** in my little work^trtjnk.** 

^ Half of mine, my dear mamma,'* 
fiiid Lucy, *^ you will recoHccft, I paid 
for a box of colours, and fome drawing 
paper ; and here is the other half in my 

purfe." 

'^ And where is jour guinea, Prif- 
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cilia?** demanded Mrs. Hamilton.— 
'* And what is the reafon, that, inftead 
of Ihewing the fame readinefs with your 
coufins to clear yourfelf, you only blulh 
«nd hang down your head, without 
ipeaking a iinfile word ?^* 

^* I cannot produce my guinea,** an«» 
fwered Prifcilla ; ^* but believe me, my. 
dear aunt, when I aflure you that I 
never touched your bo?:.** 

Emily, who had her reafpns for wifh- 
ing the fubjedl migjitbedrppped, though 
not from any motive of tcudemefs for 
her coufin, now eamcflly entreated her 
mamma not to inquire any farther into 
the matter, as it only diftrefled the foor 
thingy^ and would make her utter a 
thoufand faliities. But old Martha^ 
their maid, who luid Aood all the timo 
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^nchihg the firings of»^er apron^ clafp^ 
ing her hands together^ and then lifting 
them up to heaven^ with many other 
gefiures which marked her impatience^ 
now- no longer able to contain her in- 
dignation, burft out like thunder, and 
afked Emily how flie could poffibly. 
fiand there, . looking he^ mamma in 
the face, and prefpme to talk oi faU 
fities^ when fhe muft be confcious 
ihe was at that moment guilty^ not 
only of a moft terrible and wicked 
falfity, in accufing an innocent perfon 
of the fault fhe had herfelf committed, 
but was alfo making the moft ungrate- 
ful return that any one could be capable 
pf, for an adion vvhich certainly de- 
feryed the greateft prajfe, apd which Ihe 

i»uft be confcious fhe owed to her ecu- 

... ' , . 

fin's generofity and kindnefs. She then 
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proceeded to aq^uaint her miftrds^ that 
walking with Prifdlla roand the gar« 
den 9 about half an hour after ihe had 
left the houffe^ and cocdting near the 
parlour window, which happened to 
be open^ they had perceived the netting* 
boxl3ring on the mafble hearth, broken 
into a dozen pieces, and £mily with 
her back towards them, picking them 
up ; that Prifcilla had, in a low whiC- 
per, entreated her in the moil earneft 
manner not to fpeak ; and that having 
flood a nttle afide, they had feen her 
go and throw all the pieces into th% 
pond in the front garden, and then run 
lip fiairs as faft as pofiible. 

'^ The dear Mifs Prifcilla," continued 
old nurfe, '^ then begged me, as the 
greateft of all favours, to go immedi-^ 
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ately into ^e tow^^ to the ihop wbem 
you had boc^ht the nctti^g-box, and 
with i£r guinea to get one exadly like 
it: and this I did to oblige ber^ and 
becaufe it never was in my power to 
refuie her any thing ihe aiks^ though I 
muft fay I thought Mifs Emily little 
deferved her kindnds; £w this is but 
one ^ut <^ a buadred ftories fte has 
told of her^ and iU-^natoicd tricks ihe 
has pUtyed her^ in return for her con* 
fiantly doing every thing ihe could to 
obljge hcr^ .aiud for the ti^ouUe ihe has 
taken fo many times io hide her fauUa. 
I thoHght the box I puf chafed fo ex« 
a6ily like yours, Madam^ that I con* 
eluded you never Would di&over what 
liad happened ; and Mift PrifciUa was 
quite happy in thinking you jwould be 
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Jpared the vexation of knowing it had 
been broken, arid her coufin the an^er 
^hich fhe would have incurred, by 
difobeying your orders'. We were, how* 
ever, difappoirtted; but Mifs Etnily muft 
have gueffed, when her coufin could 
hot produce her guinea, what ufe Ihe had 
made of it ; and that was the reafon why 
flie wiflied you to drop the fi!ibje6l:, for 

ifhe might well fuppofe her falfity and ill 
nature niuft at length be made known 
to you," : 

It is almoft needlefs to add, that 
Emily entirely loft her mamma's good 
opinion; Prifcilla lived very happily 
from that time, affedionately beloved 
by Mrs. Hamilton and her coufin! Xiicy, 
and doated on by old Martha, who ne- 
ver forgot ito entertain her friends and 
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aequaintance with the ftory af the broken 
netting-box, fo difgraceful to Mift 
Emily, and fo much ta the honour of 
her doling Prifcilla. 
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At fix o'clock on a fine morning in 
the beginning of September, Mrs. Cecil, 
with her daughter Matilda, fiepped into 
a poft-chaife in order to begin a jour- 
ney towards London. 

K 
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The houfe fhe had for fome time in- 
}iabtted flood in a diilant and romantic 
part of Wales^ many, miles from the 
public road, fo that they could advance 
but flowly, and often walked up fteep 
hills, and over craggy mountains, either 
from regard to their own fafety, or be- 

mr-' -^ ■ - * 

caufe they were tired of tlie carriage. 

Matilda, after riding a whole day, 
wifhed fhe could perform the remaining 
part of the journey on foot, and often 
urged her mamma (even when the 
roughnefs of the road did not render it 
neceffary) to get out of the chaife, that 
ihe might run up a riling ground, look 

^ * 

round her, and pick up and examine a 

r 

number of different things which caught 
her eye and flruck her fancy; and 
Mrs/ Cecil, who walked but flowly, 
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ij^ras often left- for behind^ whilft her 
daughter made little excurfions^^ and 
Bxn&GsA hct&M b^^alking to the coun- 
try people* •• ' '^v ' ' ..'>.;,;.'. i 

. The fecbod day after their departure^ 
from home, ihe told her mamma ihe> 
had, in one of tier rambles into a nar-- 
row lane, ieen a poor Iboy dn great dan- 
ger of f being beaten by a woman who 
a{>peared to be mifirefs of a fmall cot-' 
tage adjoining to that at the door of 
which he floods and who threatened to 
lay a flick (which ihe held in her hand) 
over his (boulders, if ever he dared to 
touch her pears again. " But," laid 
Matilda, « the boy infifted that they 
were not her pears, but bis fethcr's, 
and tloit he was in his father's garden 
when he' picked them from a bough 

K2 
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which hung 49WII lAmoA i^^ hm 
ipoiith. 

indeed have been a bard cafe iC'tibe boy 
bftd been puniflied by a neighbour for 
eatuig his father*s peart ; but when Ma* 
tilda farther informed her, that the. 
woman faid the tree grew in.jb^gar- 
den^ and that the bough with which h& 
bad made & free, becauie it hung over 
the wall, was a part of it, ihe fgid that 
entirely altered the cafe; and afked 
Matilda, wh^her, when her fifler hs^d 
Ipft one of her gloves, and that it was 
foutid tp have Aid iqto her drawer, Ihe 
thought that accident made it h^r pro- 
perty, <»: whether it flill belonged to 
})tv fifter ? or whether, if .the little roic-. 
tfee, of which ihe was fo fond, ihould 
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in atiothbfr yeat e:ii:te(id U^ branches fo 
mudi^ 4s to Ipf^ad ever ^ comer of 
her fifter'e garden, fhe imagined it 
wo^M give hef a right to pluck all the 
rofea TV'hich^hung in her way, or whe- 
ther ihelhould not look upon them as 
h^ it)fe^ as much as thofe which werie 
t^rowlngioti the other parts of it ? Ma* 
-tilda ^rdeived ihe had been wrong, and 
.thahked her mamma for (hewing her 
hdrdrror* 

iraie tfavdkris attrited tow^Md evening 

-ait th^ <b6t of a fteep ctdggy hill, and, 

in ^(^mp^ibtk to the poor hor^, they 

deti^mjltied to Mralk to the top of it. 

On gftll*l6g-tfefe fuiWAif, they few an 
(^xtcbl^i^ e6m4tobll^ Jyiflg befoi^e thei»; 
and Matilda, who was accuftotned to 
in^ke ^h&»m\ims} -^nA to refiedl on 

«3 
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every thing fhc; faw^; and who never 
loft an opportunity of gaining informa- 
tion, afkcd her mamtnaif fhe did not 
think it a great pity» that any ^rt of 
the world ihould remain io. barren and 
uncultivated, and/ as !it appeared tt) 
her, fo entirely ufelefs ; rwiibipg,^ at the 
fame time, (he had the pdwer to cbai^ 
the whole commbh in aii infiabt intoiido- 
rifhing corn-fields and beautiful gardens. 

Mrs. Cecil was juft beginning to tell 
her daughter, that nothing was made 
which could be faid to be entirely ufe- 
Jefs, when the pod-boy came running 
. up to inform her, that one of thfc wheels 
of the chaife was broken to pieces, aod 
he did not know what be ihould do Xo 
get it up the hill. i , 

^'This is a iad accident indeed!'* 
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iaid M rs, Cecil, " and I know not what 
any of us are to do, for I do not fee 
a iingle habitation near us." 

"31efsyou! my lady," anfwcredthe 
boy, *' do but pleafe to turn about, 
and you will fee plenty of habitations. 
I be no Granger here ; and though there 
be no gentlefolks live in the place> I 
will be anfwerable for finding you a 
clean 9 neat cottage^ with hopciely fare, 
but a hearty welcome. The firft you 
iee, over there by the trees, belongs to 
my aunt : do, Madam, pleafe to walk 
up to it, whilfl I go feek for two oc 
three men to help me up with^the chau^'' 

During this fpeech, MrsJ Cecil had 
turned her head, and was very agree* 
ably furprifed at feeing, very near the 
fpot where flie flood, a little duller of 

K4 
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neat cottages among fome trees^ whicbi 
on afcending the hill, (he had not per- 
ceived, having been equally firuck^ as 
Matilda was, with the extent of the 
plain before them. 

They proceeded^ as the pofl-boy had 
defired them, to the firft cottage, whfcrc 
they found a woman buiily employed 
in preparing her hufband'sfqpper^ ^hilft 
four pretty little childnen, with ruddy 
complexions and fmiling faces^ were 
eating milk with wooden fpooos out of 
a large bowl which was placed in the 

midil of them# 

The good woman received them vciy 
kindly, and offered them every thing 
her cottage afforded, fuch afi milk, whey, 
brown bread, eggs, and fome common 
but ripe and reliftlng fruit. Matilda 



ejc^teflfed triiich ^ohder, that Ihe found 
tlie ilieahs »f pfbcuring ev6n the ne- 
tfttfarteS df ^ife on « bleak, wild com- 
'AlOft; ki^a \*d^ eixtremely tufprifcd ^heh 
■<h« Woftrart kifui'ed her fhaf the coin- 
-tfldn; «?lftth lilt 'ftenjed to think fo U(- 
"tlfe bf, '^aA td^li^t ftirnifhed thcttt witK 

r • • ■ - . 

the gi^M&t'pzh tif the cothforts they 

'iffjdjltfd : teiling htt aW, that if it Were 

'tk>i'i fttl\\t, arid t^efe td be enclofed 

■^ttd culthrdted, it Would be cjttite loft * 

16 tiie'iA, becaofe they Were too fjoot to 

'tie abfe to r^nt feven thfr ftiiatlfefit portida 

of it. •• As it is," added fhe, ^ ^11 tht 

cottagers 6h thi^ little fpdt have a right 

to feed their cattle, and to cut turf for 

Ifheir ^Wtdtet fire. Neither my cow iior 

iiy goats coft tiit ariy thing; we have a 

Httie gatden, virhich^ between my huC 
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band and myfelf^ is kept in pretty good 
order^ and produces as many vegetables 
as we can make ,ufe of. I haye plenty 
of poultry, which I, carry, to market, 
and have milk to feed my pig ; fo that 
we have nothing to wiQi for^ but that 
God may preferve our h^alth^ and con- 
tinue to us the bleiSng^ we enjoy, 

Matilda ^was -afionilhed at this ac- 
rcount, and piade many obiervations to 
Jher mamma on the plcafure of finding 
people happier than (he expetSled; 
which- gave her the^gre?teft fatisfadlion, 
,as they were convincing proofs of the 
goodnefs of her difpofition : and flie 
.did not fail to obferve tp her, that the 
.mixture Qf,f(?rti]e vallies, barren mou^pij- 
tainsy hills, woods,, and plains, with 
which the earth is divcrfified, each in 
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various ways, and at different feafona 
€>£ the year, arc produ6livc of good ta 
the indufirious. 
Mrs. Cecil and Matilda were obliged 

to pafs the night m the cottage: the 
next morning the wheel of the chaife 
being repaired, and having fatisfied 
the good woman for the trouble they had 
given her, add made fome little preients 
to her children^ they f^ontinued their 
journey,^ and. being but a fhort diftance 
from a fmall village, through which lay 
the high road to London, they arrived 
at that city without any accident, ot 
meeting with any thing farther, worthy 
of being related. 



ltd 
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Constance, Julia, and Dorothy had 
obtained their mamma's leave t^ fpend 
the afternoon with a young lady who 
lived at the difiance of a mile and a 
half from their houfe ; and as Coon as 
they liad dined, their nSaid being or*- 
dered to attend them, they fet forward 
down a fhady green lane^ and acrofs 
the fields. 

Nothing could be more agreeable and 
pleafant than the weather, or more 
beautiful than the way they had to go ; 
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the hedges were full of *he fweetcft 
flowers, and the birds fung with more 
thah ufual harmony. Sufan, the maid, 
was quite delighted ; (he flopped ever^ 
moment to look around, and admire 
the beauties tt^htch prelented themfelve^ 
to her eyes on every fide. ' 

Not fo her young ladies: they had 
caeh a reafott why they eould neither 
enjoy the fragrance of the flowers, the: 
mufic which echoed from e^ery bufh, 
or any of the beauties which furr^undecj 
them. 

Conflance was fo afraid of the fmall* 
eft worm which happened to lie in her 
p«ith, was fo terrified at every fly which 
paflbd her, that fhe could enjoy no- 
thing. She walked oft, with her eyes 
bent on the gfouiird, watching cstch 
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blade of grafs^ and fiepping with the 
utmofi precaution^ expe6ling every mo- 
ment to be fiung to deatb^ or bit 1^ 
fome dangerous infcA. 
. Julia had paiied the whole time of 
dinner in bewailing the lofs of a cold 
chicken on which Ihe had fet her heart; 
but her dear little pufly having wan- 
dered into the pantry in fearch of a 
moufe^ and being juA as fond of cold 
chicken as her young miftrefs, and 
thinking it preferable to the fineft moufe 
(perhaps becaufe it was a greater rarity 
to her), this ill-bred pufly had dragged 
it away into a corner, where, if ihe 
jdid not eat it all at one meal, ihe had 
leave to finiih it the next day. 

Julia had \oA her dinner: diiap>- 
jpointed of her cold chicken, ihe faw 
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nothing elie on the table (though there 
were, feveral dilhes which the reft of 
the family commended extremely) which 
ihe^could pofiibly eat of. \ She was too 
nice to eat any thing common^ and had 
perfuaded herfelf that nothing but deli- 
cacies agreed with her : (he could not 
tafte either beef or mutton, or ever dine 
without fifli, lamb, ot poultry; Ihe 
hated the winter becaufe there were no 
vegetables to be had but potatoes, and 
was delighted when the feafon came for 
her to dine on green peas, cauliflower, 
and afparagus. 

The delicate Julia often rofe hungry 
from table; and as this had been the 
cafe on the day of their walk, ihe was 
fick and uncomfortable, fauntered along, 
complaining at every flep,, and, had 
Ine not Tuddenly recpUedled having a 
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iiice bifciiit ift her pocket, would pro* 
bably have been unable lb proceed. 

Dorothy iroubled berfelf as little as 
her fitters about the 'birds 6v the flow- 

crs, the lowing of the cattle, , or. the 

• ■■,'■• 

fine profpedt. Naturally indolent, and 
hating to move from her place, ihe wad 
much lefs inclined to do fo after dinner, 
than at any other time of the day ; for 
flie had no objeAion to either beef, 
mutton, or potatoes, and would (if (he 
had been fufFered to do fo) eat of all 
three, and as many more different 
things, as much as would< have been 
Sufficient, either of them> for the dinner 
of any child of her age. 

* * > 

" Come, Mifs Dorothy, ^' cried Su&n,. 
** do pray walk a little fatter. . Dear 
me ! how heavy do you trudge along, 
with your arms hanging down by your 
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fides! Why, you will not -fake the 
trouble to lift your feet from the ground 
^-^pray look what a duft you rai(b at 
€7ery ftep^ Comei take me by the arm 
i-^Iook, what a pretty wood this is we 
sre got into, and—- oh dear! what a 
^piantity of jdrawfoerries there are upon 
that foank« Do you fee bow beautiful 
and red tiiey appear among the bram- 
hlei and dry^tcks which life o^^rer thetrt ?^' 

The very idea of fdmettung to eat 
was fure to roufe Dorothy* CohA^cft 
and" Julia alio adtanced to look at thi 
flrawberrieif; they were very tigmpting^ 
and they each wiflied to tafle them, 
but there were difficulties in the way 
not likely to be conquered. 

Julia's 4efire for tliem foon vatiiflied, 
for fhe r«oUe<S:e<ji that ^le liad mtbe? 
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cream nor fugar> without which fhedid 
jiot think them, eatable. 

Dorothy faid they were very good 
without either, and fhe wifhed fhe bad 
a good bafket-full^ fhe would foQn fhew 
them how well Ihc liked them ; but 
they could not be got at without re- 
knovtng^the brambles and wood^ which 
appeared to have been purpofely laid 
over them, to prcfcrvc them till they 
were ripe ; and Dwothy, after taking 
away three or four flicks^ and a buih or 
tW0| began to piifF and blow, as if ihc 
bad been running a race, and declared 
fhe could do no more, much as fhe 
wifh^d for the fti:a wherries, if it would 
fave her life. 

" How can you be io extremely lazy?" 
exclaimed Conflance, eager to. get at 
the tempting fruit, *^ You cannot bear 



TH» STUAWBERRlESk AH 

.to ^ take the leaft trouble, Dorothyr-f 
Gome, let me he]p you; I ihoqld-be 
4rQrry to leave them. What a^ .be^uti.^! 
fcarlet they are, and how finely thfiy 
imell!— Come, come, let us remove 
Ihefe br^mbles^*' ;. 

Dorothy had throwq herfelf upon the 
gruis, dqcla^ring flie cpujd.not ftir ; and 
Sufanjf who w^s well acquainted with 
the difpofitiQH^ of her three young la- 
dies, d^termin^d not to interfere. 

Conftance began yefy briflcly to take 
away the brambles^ .^ut (he had fcjacpely 
uncovered a few of the ftrawberries, 
when a fmall infedl,. w.hich Ihe had 
difturbe^, flew out of a bufli direcSlly 
againd her, entangled its little wings in 
her hair, and almofl: frightened her 
into fits. She ran to Sufan in the.ipoft 
tei;rible.?ilarm, infiftipg that an hprnet 
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*ad ^t into b€i» Tiiiliv and that fhfe 
Ihoutd be flurtg to death in an inftattf. 

_ • . 

She prevafiled upon het lifters to leave 
ifae rpotlfhnledialelyi and nobody couM 
perfuade'her but <hkt fhe had dil^urbed 
a hornet's neft^ and had had a moft 

• • • - 

miraculous elcape. 

' They fpeht' the afternoon with their 

■ ■ f I , ■ ... ^ 

young friend niuch in the ufual tnan- 
ner i each of them conftatitly ttieeting 
with fometping or other to diftufb thetfl, 
and Ipoil their plealurcJ. 

Returning iri nife cvehiriff thrt)ugli 
the wood^ they faw a group of liltloi 
toys and girls fitting under the trees, 
and eating flra wherries; fome had iheir 
hats full, fome held them inlheir hands, 
and others i ft tittle balkets of their own 

' I ' lit , ■ ' ' ' 

Sufan aikcd them where they had 
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^tfiered £b mmy nfrawberries. ^^ Why 
therc/V anDvcired one of the boys^ 
^f wherd 700 &e the biiihes and bram- 
bles all dn a hlfap- We coy^ed them 
up above a week ago, to let thein ripen; 
but I wonder we did not lofe them all, 
for fomebody has been here, I am fure,' 
though I fuppofe they did not fee thb 
nice ftrawberries, or they never would 
have been fuch fools as to leave them : 
but It was well for us that they were fo 
blind." ^ 

* * And whom did you get to take the 
trouble to remove all thofe things for 
you?" inquired Dorothy, as flie hung on 
Sufan's arm with all her weight. ' 

"Lauk-a-day! Mifs," faid the boy, 
grinning in her face, ^* to be fure you 
be joking. Do you call that trouble ?** 

Conftance laid he was very right; 



tl^at It tertainly ccmlcl be :$» trouble ; but 
fluqrdally wondered) they ;had not been 
terri&fd fGom Mtkmpting to get at the 
i^9W)>^rrii^> when theyr faw ,what a 
nqjz^lier of frigbtAil and dangerous crea-^ 
tqres were cre^lpg ^nd flying about 
th^pi. , And now the whole party not 
only grinned^ but laughed aloud; and 
Julia told her fillers they had better not 
make fuch foolifh obfervations, which 
only ferved to make the children laugh 

# ■ 

at them : that it was ridiculous to fup- 
pofe they fhould think it a labour to 
riemove a few brambles, or tjiat they 
fhould be fo weak as to be afraid of 
harmlefs flies and worms ; but ihe mufl 
fay, Ihe was a little lurprifed that they 
did not go home with their flrawber- 
ri^s, and get fome cream and fugar to 
eat with them : no hpufe ^n the country 
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yast withput cream ; tberp coulfl be no 
difficulty in getting a bit of fugar^ 
and it would, make them fo nice, that 
tbey would n^ver afterwards relifli tljiem, 
alone.' - , 

i 

, "That would be very unfortunate/', 
replied a girl fome years older than the 
others (who only noticed Julia's Ipeech 
by redoubled peals of laughter), " for 
we Ihoujd lofe many fuch a treat as we 
are now enjoying, if we were to take 
fuch a fooUfti whim into our, heads. 
Pray, Mifs, do you imagine that my 
' caoth^r keeps a cow, to give us the cream 
to eat with ftrawberries ? No ! no ! flie 
fells her butter, and buys us clothes 
with the money. I wifti you could all 
three fpend a month in our cottage, 
you would learn to be glad enough of 



. t , ■ 
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Mving one nicety^ without wifhing to 
add another to it; and to know that 
thole who chooie to eat muft learn to 
work, and not call trouble that which 
is no more than play. You would alio 
perceive, after fpending two or three 
clays on your knees in weeding the corn 
or the garden^ that you are tn no dan- 
ger of being either flung or bit by inno- 
cent flies or caterpillars^ and that till 
you get rid of all your foolifti fancies, 
you will have no pleafure in any thing 
in the world, but that all your happi* 
nefs and comfort will be facrificed to 
whim, indolence, and weaknefs. 



THE END. 
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